Second call
for nominations
to QVNA Board
Elections will be held for QVNA Board
positions in November. The QVNA
bylaws stipulate that the terms of the
eight board positions are staggered, with
four board positions on the ballot every
year. Board members can hold two
consecutive two-year terms in a given
position. Four QVNA board members
will all be running for second terms. In
addition, the position of President will
be on the ballot to finish out the second
year of that term. The board will run its
slate for board members and president.
As always, we also encourage and
welcome any Queen Village resident to
run for the board.
To be eligible to run for the board,
you must be a resident of Queen Village
and a member of the QVNA in good
standing within the 12-month period
preceding the Election meeting. This
means that you must have attended and
signed in at any two meetings convened
by the QVNA Board or one of its
committees. In addition, you must also
have attended and signed in at at least
two additional QVNA-sponsored
meetings within that year, for a total of
four meetings.
Consider running for the board.
QVNA can always use people who like
problem solving; working together with
other Board members; thinking about
the big and little picture; and who can
commit to attending Board meetings on
the first Thursday of every month.
If you are interested, eligible and
would like to add your skills to the mix,
send a brief statement about yourself,
stating why you want to be on the board
and your community involvement to
date to the QVNA office, 736 S. Third
St. (or email it to info@qvna.org).
Nominations may also be submitted
from the floor at the General Meeting,
October 19.

QVNA Community
Parking Lot
Only $75 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between
Front and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 790-1146
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QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, October 19, 7:30 pm
St. Philip Neri, 216 Queen Street

• SSHD update with Dave Hammond
• A look at property tax reassessments with City Controller Alan Butkovitz
AFTER 30 YEARS, TIMES ARE CHANGING

QVNA will no longer receive NAC funding
Due to overall recent cutbacks in federal funding and the changing
demographics of Queen Village and its Service Area, the NAC funding
received by QVNA has been discontinued. QVNA began preparing for
this possibility several years ago and, necessarily, is making immediate
changes in its budget. The following details the changes.
BACKGROUND
For over 30 years, QVNA received
funding from the City’s Office of
Housing and Community Development
(OHCD) to serve as a Neighborhood
Advisory Committee (NAC). The NAC
funding came from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) in the form of Community
Development Block Grants (CDBG)
targeted towards community development and housing.
A NAC provides a range of core
services to assist low and moderateincome residents with housing and
community-related support. There are
some 29 NACs throughout the city. The
“Service Area” of the QVNA NAC
originally extended to the Schuylkill
River, but in 1995, it was reduced to six
census tracts that encompassed Queen
Village and the neighboring communities of Bella Vista and Hawthorne. It
was NAC funding that covered the
operating costs for the QVNA office
and staff. All other QVNA activities and

improvement projects have been funded
through grants, resident contributions,
and other fundraising activities.
Over the past three decades as a
NAC, QVNA staff has helped seniors on
a fixed income and other eligible lowincome individuals who come to the
office to fill out their Property Tax and
Rent Rebate and LIHEAP forms. The
staff has done the same on a weekly
basis at the Courtyard at Riverview
Apartments. In addition, the staff
referred low-income individuals who
called or walked in to a number of city
programs, subsidized housing, housing
counseling, weatherization, to name a
few. The staff also organized meetings
and distributed information as requested
in the neighboring communities on
topics such as predatory lending,
property tax reassessments, seniors’
programs, and Town Watch. As recently
as 1992, the NAC office conducted
periodic block surveys river to river,
manually noting abandoned/derelict
buildings, vacant lots, etc.
Continued on page 2
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CHANGES IN DEMOGRAPHICS
AND FUNDING
In the last few years federal funding (CDBG) to OHCD has
been reduced. At the same time, more affluent individuals and
families have moved into the neighborhoods in the QV Service
Area and the percentage of low-to-moderate income individuals has decreased. The two subsidized housing projects in the
area (Courtyard Apartments at Riverview on Christian at
Third, and the Martin Luther King Housing Complex at 12th
and Fitzwater) underwent complete renovations in the last five
years. CDBG funding is targeted to those census tracts that
contain at least 51% low-moderate income individuals. Half of
the census tracts that were previously within the QVNA NAC
service area no longer meet the 51% requirement. Additionally, two census tracts that were part of QVNA’s NAC were
shared with neighboring NACs. With the cutbacks in federal
funding, OHCD re-evaluated its funding for all NACs in the
city this year. Given the changing reality of our Service Area,
OHCD consolidated and transferred QVNA NAC’s remaining census tracts to neighboring NACs and ceased our funding
as of September 30th.

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Natural Foods

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150

QVNA’S PATH FORWARD
The fact that OHCD funding would likely disappear with
neighborhood transition has been on the QVNA Board’s radar
screen for the last six years, although we had not anticipated
the abruptness of going from full funding to zero.
One of the primary reasons that former president Colleen
Puckett initiated the push in 2000 to secure the lot under I-95
as a community parking lot was not only to relieve parking
problems, but to provide QVNA with an alternative revenue
source. It took more than two years before the parking lot
broke even, but there is now a steady income stream from that
lot that pays for the monthly lot rental and operation, has
covered some neighborhood improvement projects, and is also
a “rainy day” fund. QVNA has also sought out grants for
supporting QV projects. Most notable is the $15,000 a year
program of weekly sidewalk cleaning on the N-S streets for
the past three years.
In addition, last year the QVNA Board initiated meetings
with the Department of Recreation to lease the Weccacoe
Playground Building on the 400 block of Catharine Street.
Once finalized, the building will provide not only a community space but also an office for the association at a minimal
rental fee.
Despite the above steps, the elimination of funding by
OHCD means some immediate changes. We only received
final confirmation of the funding cut in mid September. We
have had to cut back on staff. QVNA Service Area Manager
John Sherick’s last day in the office was September 30 (see
Director’s notes next page). QVNA Executive Director Carla
Puppin will continue part time for the foreseeable future. The
continuity and community knowledge Carla brings to QV is
invaluable. Her position is critical to future QV efforts.

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com
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A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.
A Culture of Learning.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN

QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Goodbye and Good Luck
John Sherick started in the QVNA office as the NAC Service
Area Manager in 2000, having come from a background both as a
professional musician in Austin, Texas, and as a sous-chef in
Baltimore and Philadelphia. He was the person you most often
spoke to first when calling the office. John quickly mastered the
intricacies of bureaucratic forms in helping seniors here in the
office and down at the Courtyard apartments. He also set up the
Zoning Committee meetings, and joined the Committee for a time
to learn more about zoning issues. He was one of the key members of the Parking Lot Committee in getting that up and running.
But to simply list some of his duties is to miss the point of what
John did.
I speak for the QVNA Board in thanking John for his dedication, his thoroughness, and his thoughtfulness. He went far
beyond the requirements of his job. For a handful of seniors on
very limited incomes with no real family close by, the QVNA
office was their regular check-in point and we were their friends.
John negotiated city bureaucracies time and again to help improve those individuals’ day-to-day living. Some have died,
others have moved to senior residences—all benefited directly
from John’s concern.
I know I can speak for the Zoning Committee in thanking John
for his work with that committee. Zoning issues get heated and
John handled many a call from a developer or resident with calm,
grace, and savvy. As for myself, I thank John for all the above and
for being a great colleague in the office.
In a few months, John will be heading off to Australia where he
has family, and where he will pursue a degree in music education.
If you’d like to send him a note, you can mail it to the office or
email info@qvna.org and I will pass it on.

Open House

Saturday, October 21, 1:00 to 3:00 pm
A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day
school, pre-K through 12, at 17th on The
Parkway in Center City Philadelphia.
Admission and open house information:
215.561.5900 ext 104. www.friends-select.org

Delivering the Crier:
Volunteers needed
We have a great system of block volunteers in Queen Village
who deliver the Crier on each block. Now we need one or
two volunteers the second Thursday or Friday morning/
afternoon of each month to help sort and deliver those Criers
to the block volunteers.
If you are retired and have some time, work at home and
have a flexible schedule, AND you enjoy walking, this is for
you! We provide a push cart to hold the Criers. Call or email
the office ASAP.
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With staff cut-backs, the office will be open part-time.
But we will continue helping QV seniors and others on fixed
incomes with Property Tax/Rent Rebate forms and assistance
programs. You just need to call ahead of time. There will be
certain tasks for which we will be asking residents to volunteer
(See box above).

SUPPORTING QVNA
In future issues of the Crier, the QVNA budget for the coming
Continued on page 7
October, 2006
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HELP WANTED at the Library
The Santore Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia at 7th &
Carpenter Streets has an active Friends Group, and we’re looking
for your help.
This is YOUR neighborhood library and we need YOU to join
us to make our branch “ALL THAT IT CAN BE.”
• We need volunteers for the after school programs, helping
youngsters with homework and reading skills.
• We need volunteers to assist our always overworked Library
personnel with daily tasks, such as re-stacking books, etc.
• We need people who can contribute to and help publish a
Friends Newsletter.
• We need people with fund raising experience to help in our
efforts to raise money for needed library services not covered by
the Library’s budget.
• We need not only your membership, but also your participation.
Contact Janet at 215-389-2023 to become a part of the team!

QViews
Do you know this QV spot?
In 1677, Swedish settlers modified this
blockhouse as the first site of Gloria Dei (Old
Swede’s) Church; the current church at
Swanson and Christian Streets was dedicated
on July 2, 1700.
The oldest brick building in Philadelphia, and the oldest
church in Pennsylvania, it was used as a hospital during the
Revolutionary War, and was the site of Betsy Ross’ third
marriage in 1777. The current church is Episcopal with a
congregation of 270. — Source: Gloria Dei website
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A concert in the neighborhood

Linda Reichart to perform
at Settlement Music School
Pianist Linda Reichart with Philadelphia
Orchestra substitute violinist Gloria Justen
will perform at 3 pm, October 22, at Settlement Music School’s Annual Faculty Concert.
The concert features works by Ligeti, Bartok,
and world premieres by Robert Capanna and
Gloria Justen.
Free and open to the public, the Fuller Capanna Faculty
Concert is at the Mary Louise Curtis Branch's PNC Bank
Presser Recital Hall, 416 Queen Street, Philadelphia. (Six
blocks south of South Street).
Reichard, a Settlement alumnus, and Justen will perform
Hungarian Dances (Bartok) for violin. and piano; Sonata
(Bartok) for piano; Tres Pezzi (Kurtag) for violin, piano;
Ligeti’s Piano Etude, piano/violin; Duos by Capanna and
Justen; and some Bartok duos for 4 hands, 2 pianos (with
Trever Williams, a Settlement Music School student).
Reichart began taking piano lessons at Settlement at age 10,
and returned to teach piano which she has been doing for 26
years. She is also the Artistic Director and Co-Founder of
Network for New Music, a non-profit music presenting,
producing, and commissioning organization for contemporary
music. As a pianist, she has developed a reputation for
championing and premiering works of emerging and established composers, and regularly performs with area musicians
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and ensembles.
Settlement Music School, founded in 1908, is the largest
community-based school of the arts in the United States
according to the National Guild of Community Schools of the
Arts. Settlement is dedicated to providing everyone with
programs and activities in music and the related arts that will
help them achieve their greatest potential.
With six branches in South, West and Northeast Philadelphia, Germantown, Jenkintown and Camden, NJ, the School
now serves about 15,000 students of all abilities, regardless of
race or financial circumstances and awards nearly $2 million a
year in financial aid. Settlement is the largest employer of
musicians in the region, with more than 250 dedicated faculty
members, most of whom have advanced degrees. Additional
information is available at www.smsmusic.org
Down Home Day at Mario Lanza:
moonbounce, apple bobbing, pumpkins & more

Down Home day in Mario Lanza Park is 1 to 4 pm, Saturday,
October 21. Come enjoy the great events, home baked goodies
and grilled hot dogs and hamburgers. This year there will be
pony rides from 1 to 2:30, a moonbounce, face painting, hat
making, apple bobbing, pumpkin painting and tons of fun. The
silent auction will have great items and gift certificates from
local establishments including All About Philadelphia Tours,
Sophie’s Yarns, New Wave, Bridgette Foys, Dimitri’s, Sanctuary on Second and Wonder Boy Clothing. Johnnie Rocket’s
has donated hamburgers. This is the Friends of Mario Lanza
Park’s fall fundraiser and we hope to see you there.
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Tackling Graffiti yet again
Graffiti seems to be on the upswing in the neighborhood
over the last several months. The Anti-Graffiti Network lists
the following numbers for reporting graffiti. When you do
call, please be specific with regard to the location of the
graffiti, the kind and color of surface.
Homes and Businesses
215 686-0000
Street Signs and Traffic Signals
216 686-5560
Parking Meters
215 683-9612
Newsstands
215 557-7611
U.S. Mailboxes
215 895-8610

CAN YOU HELP?
A family in the 400 block of Fitzwater Street is seeking six
volunteers to help with their 10-year old daughter’s physical
therapy program. The volunteers stand around a therapy
table gently moving the child’s limbs in a sensory program
to stimulate brain development. The family is looking for
three volunteers for Monday evenings, and three volunteers
for Tuesday evenings, about 7-8:15 pm. All ages are welcome! If you are interested in making a difference in the life
of a special child, or if you know of someone in the neighborhood who may be able to help, please call Conny or Paul
at 215-238-9602.
HANSON SQUARE GARAGE SALE, Saturday, October
14, from 8 am on. Enter at 3rd and Fulton Streets
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Southwark/Queen Village
Community garden solar project
now complete
The Southwark Queen Village Community Garden (SWQVCG),
located on the three hundred block of Christian Street, celebrated
its 30th anniversary on the 30th of September. As part of that
celebration the gardeners enjoyed the benefits of electricity that is
produced with our very own solar panels.
Working through the summer, an indefatigable group of
gardeners has conceived, designed and built an electrical system
that produces electricity in sufficient quantities to sell excess back
to the Philadelphia Electric Company and that income will help to
underwrite the gardening projects of the future. Thanks to grants
from the Neighborhood Gardens Association, the Queen Village
Neighbor’s Association and the generosity of American Solar
Works, a 10 panel system has been installed and is fully operational currently generating 1.2kw/hr and is expected to produce
1.6 kw/hr. during summer months.
Our system is connected to the PECO grid and through a
two-way electric meter we are able to supply the power grid or
take from it as needed. The expected net gain should result in a
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benefit to the
garden of about
$200 annually.
One the first
projects to benefit
from this industry
is the new raisedbed plot for
gardeners who find
the prospect of
bending over
daunting but would still like to get their hands in the soil. Many
of the gardeners are relieved to have tackled another project that
improves our ability to grow produce for ourselves and for the
Share the Harvest program that donates fresh produce to those in
need.
The garden includes bee hives, a fig bosk, fruit trees, public
flower and herb gardens for use by the gardeners as well as more
than 60 plots. If you, or anyone you know, would like to be part
of this exciting and forward looking group of people please call
the Queen Village Neighbors Association and express your
interest.
all this and more. . . these are services not provided by the City.
So, we will be looking to develop more income streams like
the parking lot, grants for projects, fund raising events and
contributions from those that care and benefit from a vital
QVNA. But, most of all, QVNA doesn’t exist without you. Our
neighborhood’s well-being relies on the involvement of all of
you. Your expertise and your financial support can help make a
big difference in our community. If you have experience in fund
raising or want to get that experience, please call the QVNA
office. We’re excited about the future of QVNA and hope you’ll
join in making Queen Village a more enjoyable place to live.

continued from page 2

months and year will be presented. But it is clear that for QVNA
to cover its operating costs and continue to maintain and improve
our neighborhood, we will need to go beyond our present income
and undertake additional fundraising activities. Fund Raising =
Community Improvement . . . it’s that simple. Zoning enforcement, historic preservation guidance, liquor license review, noise
abatement, sidewalk cleaning, tree planting, greening projects,
park and playground oversight, working with the police in public
safety, community communication, with an office to coordinate

Joseph G. Brin, AIA Architect
renovations
additions
new residential construction
Jbrin@brinarchitect.biz

410-412 South Street
215-923-1986

215.248.2430

Philadelphia PA 19147-1535
FAX 215-923-2299

Martin Bernstein
Realtor Associate
Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

Plumer & Associates, Inc., Realtors
226 South Street, Philadelpha Pa. 19147
215 922 3600 X 316 Office
215 922 7774 Fax
mbernstein@plumerre.com Email
215 870 0646 Cell

Call Martin . . . Leave nothing to chance.
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