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In Queen Village itÕs an
off-year election, with
just board positions to
fill. Below youÕll find
biographical informa-
tion on the candidates.

Neville Vakharia
for the Board
I live on the 400 block
of Fulton Street with
my wife and two young
children. I have been a
Queen Village resident
for more than seven
years. In my four years
of service on the
QVNA board, IÕve had
the good fortune of
working with a dedi-
cated and hard-working
group of people com-
mitted to making
Queen Village a better
place to live. As a QVNA board member, I
helped to create our neighborhoodÕs first
comprehensive needs survey and analysis,
called ÒQueen Village: A Look Into the
Future,Ó which helped shape the current
activities undertaken by QVNA and its
committees. I designed, built, and maintain
the QVNA.org web site and developed our
email and electronic communications. I
have worked with many QVNA committees
to assist them in increasing their reach to Continued on page 5

Casino Update
by Jeff Rush, QVNA President
Foxwoods, under relentless pressure, finally
decided in September to ask the City to
consider re-siting its casino to the Gallery
on East Market Street. The result of re-
siting Foxwoods off the waterfront to
Market East or any other site would be to
spare neighboring communities, including
Queen Village, from the expected inunda-
tion of vehicular traffic associated with this
type of development. It would also mean
that the waterfront would not be dominated
by casino development, at least on the south
end.

On November 1, City CouncilÕs RulesÕ
Committee held a public hearing to
consider zoning for the proposed siting.
After 10 hours of testimony the committee
voted to approve sending the controversial
legislation, introduced by Councilman
DiCicco, to the full Council. The legislation
will have two successive hearings in the
following two weeks to consider final
passage. This is the beginning of a process
that will take at least six months, during
which all aspects of the proposed re-siting
will be examined.

Despite being repeatedly warned that
Foxwoods would return to the river should
the Market East proposal fail to materialize,
Queen Village has taken no position for or
against the Market East Proposal, but does
support the process now in play to deter-
mine whether that proposal can operate
safely given its proximity to Chinatown and
other neighborhoods.

The following is my testimony, on
behalf of Queen Village, made at the
November 1 Council hearing:
Good morning Council President Verna,
Councilman DiCicco, and members of the
Rules Committee. My name is Jeff Rush
and IÕm President of the Queen Village
Neighbors Association. QVNA, together
with the Pennsport CA and Whitman
Council, represent at least 30,000 house-
holds from Lombard Street, south to
Oregon Avenue.

Since 1992, successive Administrations
ignored the Planning Commission and the

the community through
improved use of the
Internet. While weÕre
fortunate to live in a
great neighborhood,
Queen Village is not
without its challenges.
We face serious issues
regarding casinos,
crime, litter, parking,
and much more. These
issues require neigh-
borhood-based solu-
tions and it is up to
QVNA working with
residents to develop
these solutions.

If re-elected, I
will continue to ensure
that QVNA solicits
involvement from all
its residents, communi-
cates its activities ef-
fectively, and imple-

ments solutions that improve the quality of
life in our fine neighborhood. I feel that the
role of the QVNA board is to serve as the
voice of our residents to ensure that our
needs as a community are met. I look for-
ward to the opportunity to continue to serve
you.

Richard Wolk for the Board
Two years ago I stood before you as a can-
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Continued on page 2

Local photographer Zoe Strauss, author of the
photography collection,America: We Love
Having You Here!,captured this Philadelphia
celebratory classic by ÒTownWatch TonyÓ at
Broad and Walnut. Strauss is busy these days
with shows in both New York and at the
World Class Boxing in Miami. Contact her at
info@zoestrauss.com.
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Halloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario Lanza
The Phillies
parade may have
been over, but
Mario Lanza
Park had its own
festivities on
October 31.

See page 4 and 5
for more photos.

One more election yet to come at QVNA

QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, November 20, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street

Come and Vote in Board Elections, 7:30 - 8:45 pm
Bring ID; fill out a membership applicaton on the spot
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street ¥ Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 ¥ Fax: 215-922-7774

ÒAmbassadorÓ
Residential Cleaning Pros

Common Areas ¥ Condos ¥ Apts.
Cleaning/Trash Management

267-519-2504

Bonded & Insured               A Company in Queen Village

result was that no planning for the central waterfront occurred. In
fact the only plans for development were exclusively for PennÕs
Landing, and over the last 30 years those plans were all developer-
driven. For various reasons, all these plans failed, some inspectacu-
lar fashion.

Realizing the error of focusing only on PennÕs Landing in what
was otherwise a planning vacuum, Councilman DiCicco, in the
Summer of 2006, persuaded former Mayor Street to authorize a
planning process for the 7 1/2 mile stretch of the Central Waterfront.
This led to the formation of the PennPraxis Development Advisory
Group which convened in November of the same year. The follow-
ing month, casinos were announced for two waterfront sites.

In the following year and half, PennPraxis, with heavy citizen
involvement, formulated a vision for the future of the Central
Waterfront. As a member of the Advisory Council, I attended all
meetings. The casino sitings ordered by the State were the 800
pound gorilla in the room, but their looming potential presence was
largely ignored despite the repeated protestations of the waterfront
civics and others around the table. Finally, a compromise was
reached that pushed PennPraxis to study all planning on two tracks:
one with casinos, one without.

Opinions regarding the efficacy of big box, vehicle-dependent
casinos on the waterfront began to shift in no small measure because
Mayor Nutter soon recognized how badly a fit this casino paradigm
was with the needs of our 21st century waterfront. The Mayor then
requested PennPraxis to assemble a team to undertake a comprehen-
sive and final look at how the casinos would fit. PennPraxis
determined that this type of development on the river was a non-
starter.

Currently the citizens advisory group known as CDAG is
working on an educational outreach, starting with the riverfront
communities, to raise awareness of the PennPraxis vision and the
continued need for citizen involvement. We are also workingon a
zoning overlay for the central waterfront that will begin toflesh out
plans outlined in the PennPraxis vision for a revitalized waterfront,
one that meets the needs of all stakeholders.

All of us here today are trying protect our neighborhoods andin
the case IÕve outlined in this testimony, leave a legacy of a water-
front we can all be proud of for future generations of Philadelphians.

The process set by the Nutter Administration and City Council
to evaluate the Market East proposal needs to be even more intense,
inclusive and definitive than the one that soundly rejectedcasinos
on the river.

QVNA will continue to keep residents apprised of develop-
ments as they occur.

Casino Update Continued from page 1

Come celebrat e Fest ivusCome celebrate Fest ivusCome celebrat e Fest ivusCome celebrate Fest ivusCome celebrat e Fest ivus
The Friends of Triangle Park invite you to the first Annual
Festivus* Celebration at 6 pm, Saturday, December 13 at Triangle
Park at the corner of East Moyamensing Avenue, Second and
Christian Streets.

Holiday fun for the entire family including live, festive
caroling; holiday treats; Meet and Greet with neighbors and
friends. Everyone is invited to bring a new, unwrapped toy
donation for underprivileged children through Toys for Tots.
Come celebrate Festivus and share the holiday spirit in all of us!
* EditorÕs Note:Festivusoriginated in 1997 on the Seinfeld TV show.
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A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.

A Culture of Learning.

Open House
Thursday, December 4, 8:45 a.m.

(Grades 6 Ð 12 only)

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

More Trees f or Queen VillageMore Trees f or Queen VillageMore Trees f or Queen VillageMore Trees f or Queen VillageMore Trees f or Queen Village
Queen Village Tree Tenders will be planting 10 more trees on
Saturday, November 15, as part of the TreeVitalize public/private
partnership project, www.treevitalize.net. Since the programÕs
inception, QV Tree Tenders have helped to plant almost 100 trees
in the neighborhood. Focus of the November planting will be on
the 700 block of South Fourth Street at Fitzwater where volun-
teers will be planting eight trees. Residents on the 400 and 500
blocks of Queen Street will be planting two trees. In a change
from previous plantings, the trees will be Òbare-root,Ó a new
technique in which trees arrive at the planting site literally Òbare,Ó
their roots having been shaken of all soil, then dipped in a special
gel and wrapped in plastic. The great advantage of this technique
is that the trees are light-weight, weighing at most 30 pounds (as
opposed to balled and burlapped root ball trees, that can weigh
150 pounds or more).

QV Tree Tenders welcome any volunteers to come help dig
out the tree pits and plant the trees, so if you show up at 9 am on
Saturday, November 15, at Fourth and Fitzwater, youÕll be
greeted warmly. Come with work gloves (and a shovel if you
have one).

Energy Tip #5
Whenever possible reuse shopping bag everywhere you go. Take
cloth bags if possible. Take your own cup or mug to the cafe
rather than using paper. Use cloth napkins and kitchen towels
rather than paper.

Queen Village just got a bit greenerQueen Village just got a bit greenerQueen Village just got a bit greenerQueen Village just got a bit greenerQueen Village just got a bit greener
Walk along the east side of Front Street between Christian Street
and Carpenter Walk and youÕll notice some lovely new plantings,
all due to the efforts of Maria Roberts and her neighbors. Several
months ago Roberts, of the 900 block of Front Street, contacted
Barry Promos, Executive Director of the Interstate Land Manage-
ment Corporation (ILMC), the agency that maintains the stretch
of land along I-95 in the city. She envisioned a more attractive
view on the narrow strip of land across from her home and that of
her neighbors that faces the community parking lot and I-95.

Meetings with Julie Snell, Project Manager for Public Spaces
for the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS), the entity that
manages ILMCÕs landscaping projects, produced a plan for new
planting beds with a mixture of evergreens and flowering shrubs.

Roberts and her neighbors, Nena Robreno and Judith Sachs,
will help with maintenance Ñ keeping the beds litter-free, doing
outreach to folks not to trample with
feet or pets. So take a stroll along Front
just below Christian to enjoy the Blue
Princess hollies (evergreen with red
berries),abelias grandifloras(a semi-
evergreen shrub with small flowers
mid-spring through fall), andliriope
(an evergreen ground cover). YouÕll
have to wait until next spring for the
big splash of color of the ÔKnock OutÕ
roses, shrub roses that will bloom and
re-bloom from early summer through
late fall.
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Halloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario LanzaHalloween at Mario Lanza

Hats off to These Guys
David OÕDonnell, Tony Moran and
Scott Abramson (shown at right) for
The Fourth Annual Toddler Halloween
Party! We thank these guys for having
the biggest neighborhood social
event!! Over 500 neighbors attended!
These Guys pay for the candy and
then donate the rest to be sent to our
armed forces in Iraq.
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning ¥ Taxes ¥ Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees ¥ Bike Racks ¥ Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name: _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

!   Individual sponsor $25 ! Family Sponsorship $40
! Friend $100 !  Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-
2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

didate for the Board and pledged that if elected I would fightfor
transparent and open elections. No more pre-requirements other than
being a resident of Queen Village. I report to you that I achieved this
goal. The by-laws were changed and all any resident needs to do is
fill out a simple form that will register you for as long as youremain
in Queen Village. The more people involved in our civic association,
the stronger politically we become to fight to keep casinos away
from the river; to fight for equitable property taxes; to keep our
seniors in their homes; to help the less fortunate in our midst; and to
provide safety for all of our citizens. These are the issues Ifight for
every day on your behalf.

I represent Queen Village as a member of the Philadelphia
Neighborhood Alliance, an alliance of 27 civics, fighting for the re-
siting of the casinos from the river so the river bank could beused
as a green space for the recreation and pleasure of all Philadel-
phians. Our almost two-year struggle has gained momentum but we
have a long way to go.

It is my hope that you will allow me to continue working on
your behalf so that I can fulfill our dreams for an even more beauti-
ful, safer and affordable Queen Village.

One more election Continued from page 1
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Safety Committee/Town Watch Update

WhatÕs that helicopter doing?
Now you can find out online
by Audrey Jaros
Residents can now track crimes in the neighborhood with an
interactive crime tool at The Philadelphia Police DepartmentÕs
web site, www.ppdonline.org. Residents can track specificcrime
statistics by typing an address, category of crime, and timeframe
within a 30-day period. A map of the area comes up and you can
zoom in and out. When you click on the areas marked for that
crime, basic information about that incident is provided. Get
online and check it out. The Safety Committee might continueto
send a weekly notification, but it will be the link to this website.

New information regarding emergency preparedness is avail-
able through the CityÕs Managing DirectorÕs office which has new
projects addressing pet preparedness, evacuation plans, Ready
Philadelphia, and emergency alerts. I strongly encourage resi-
dents to get more information at www.phila.gov/ready or pick up
information at your local library.

Residents can sign up for emergency alerts at www.readynotifypa.org.
You can opt for text message, email, cell phones, pager or any
other email-enabled device. If you sign up for this service,you
will be notified of any upcoming emergencies or special events in
the area. An example of this service in use was during a recent
movie filming. If you were signed up for ReadyNotify, you were
notified that FBI helicopters hovering above a high rise in Center
City were part of a movie and not a sting operation or a serious
crime scene. So check out these websites and get informed.

As always, our faithful patrolling Town Watch is out and about.
They could really use your support as we have the same core
group of people come out each week. Come show your support,
even if you can only commit once a month. Your participation is
always welcome. You can access the schedule when you follow
the links for Safety/Town Watch at www.qvna.org. If the schedule
isnÕt posted, please email the safety or town watch emails
provided.

Town Watch Heads into Winter
QV Town Watch is still going strong with two to three patrols at
different times and days each week. At the beginning of each
month, those on the Town Watch email list receive an email with
the days and routes for that week. If anyone is interested in being
added to the mailing list, email qvnatownwatch@yahoo.com.

As the days grow shorter, and if you have an exterior front
light, do turn it on and make your street a bit safer. Police have
told us that well lighted sidewalks are a deterrent to crime.
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Martin Bernstein
Realtor Associate
Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

226 South St, Phila. Pa
215 .922. 4200X316 office
215.870.0646 mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . . Leave nothing to chance.

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Day Passes for Parking
With the appproach of the holiday season and the potential arrival
of visitors, remember that the Philadelphia Parking Authority
(PPA) Day Pass system allows you to purchase visitorsÕ parking
passes in advance. The passes are available in five-packs for $35
and are valid for a year from the date of purchase.

To purchase Day Passes, you must be a resident of the permit
parking district, but you do not have to have an annual Residen-
tial Parking Permit to participate. Day Passes are valid forone
day on blocks posted for residential permit parking in the district
for which the Pass is issued.

For an application to purchase a five-pack, call the PPA
offices at 215 683-9730. Complete the application and return it
along with your check. You must also include proof of residence
(driverÕs license, utility bill). Day Passes and longer term visitor
passes can also be purchased in person at PPAÕs offices at 3101
Market Street.

PennÕs Village offers free flu shots
PennÕs Village will offer free flu shots to PennÕs Village members,
volunteers and friends through its partner, Thomas Jefferson
University Hospital. Free flu shots are offered from 11:30 am to
2 pm, November 19 at the Weccacoe Playground building (400
block of Catharine Street. Enter at door facing the tennis court.)
and from 4:30 to 7 pm, November 20 at St. PeterÕs Parish House
at 313 Pine Street. For questions, contact Tania Rorke at 215925-
7333 or info@pennsvillage.org.

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $80 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

BYO every thursday ¥ intimate holiday parties
veal stew wednesdays: 3 courses for $35

617 s. 3rd street 215-922-3850




