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President's message
CASINO UPDATE:
Foxwoods slides
toward oblivion
By Jeff Rush, QVNA President
In a stunning reversal of fortune for the
Foxwoods partnership, Steve Wynn
abruptly left them groomless at the altar
just days before they were to appear
before the PA Gaming Board for a
hearing. Wynn's withdrawal essentially
put the Foxwoods team back at square
one. The Foxwoods folks still profess not
to have a clue why Wynn left, presumably
with his hair on fire, which I suppose
makes that team clueless.

In any case, after the hearing late last
month, a PGCB spokesperson said,
ªFoxwoods is obviously going to have to
come back with a whole lot more before
the board enters into a (new) consent
agreement with them.º

The next hearing will occur at the end
of May. If the license is revoked, the
gaming control board would have to
devise procedures to re-bid the license,
and start that entire process from scratch.
In all, the same source predicted it would
be at least four years before a new
licensee could be named and that new
license would not necessarily apply to the
current South Philadelphia waterfront
location to which the Foxwoods license
is tied.

Of course that outcome Ð the demise
of another waterfront casino Ð is the
most optimistic of possible results. Even
though the PGCB has lately shown it's
finally tired of fooling around with
Foxwoods, the State and City are still
begging for more casino tax gruel. That

Thanks to a grant
Weccacoe Playground gets a chance to think big
by Walt Lowthian
QVNA Board and Chair, Friends of Weccacoe Playground
How do you turn ideas and enthusiasm into a viable vision? Over the past several years,
the Friends of Weccacoe Playground have maintained Weccacoe Playground in the 400
block of Catharine Street with cleanups, plantings and small improvements, all the while
chatting informally about  grander possibilities. Now we have the opportunity to think
big. The Friends and QVNA have been awarded a grant by the Community Design
Collaborative that will provide preliminary design services for a master plan for the site.

Continued on page 4

You are invited to celebrate your neighborhood at the annual

QUEEN VILLAGE OPEN HOUSE  & GARDEN TOUR
SUNDAY, MAY 16, NOON TO 4 PM
Visit 18th and 19th century restored rowhomes;

beautiful and innovative renovations; historic churches;
small gardens; and charming alleys.

Self-Guided Walking Tour, $25
Complimentary Light Refreshments
Plus: Art Fair in Mario Lanza Park

Wear comfortable walking shoes.

To reserve your spot,
call 215 339-0975; email info@qvna.org;

or visit www.qvna.org
Tour starts at noon, May 16

at Old Swede's Church
         (Christian & Water Streets at Delaware Avenue)

Reserve your spot early.
       Tour takes place, rain or shine. All ticket sales are final.
        Tickets also available at Old Swede's the day of the Tour.

Beginning with community meetings on May 20 and May 26,
the process will continue through the summer and fall, with

a public presentation ready in January 2011.
The Collaborative is a Philadelphia non-profit organization that assembles a profes-

sional design team of landscape architects, architects, engineers (all of whom donate their
time and talents) to help non-profit organizations with the first design concepts of a
project. (To find out more, go to www.cdesignc.org). We are excited to have their profes-
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

F o u r t h   a n d   C a t h a r i n e    S t

CHECK OUT THE NEWLY RENOVATED WICCACO MARKET
(formerly ªJohn's Marketº) Owners John and Suzi Yoo, who have been at
the site for 18  years, have completely transformed the space. They will
have more organic food and vegetables, fresh cheeses and more.
Wiccaco means ªPleasant Placeº       Phone Orders to 215-922-7735

means they will continue to search for that thus far elusive
shortest distance between two points, which means anything can
still happen.

One possible Foxwoods' tack would be to ask permission to
put up a temporary facility at Delaware and Reed Streets, but
there appears to be little appetite for that approach. Another angle
would be similar to what happened in Pittsburgh. When their
casino project stalled because of hard times, it was a relatively
simple matter to allow it to be completed by the addition of a
waiting and willing, deep-pockets investor, Neil Bluhm. Bluhm is
a Sugarhouse investor and so was previously fully vetted before
he offered the necessary financing for the Pittsburgh project.

The Foxwoods deal is more complicated by a factor of 10
because Foxwoods would have to find either a ªnewº Steve Wynn
or both an investor and a qualified operator. In any case the deal
with Wynn took six months and the PGCB may finally decide not
to gamble the time needed even if Foxwoods comes up with
potential new players.

Considering all the past twists and turns and those that
will no doubt follow, odds have never been better that we will
be spared the intrusive addition of a second, south waterfront
casino anytime soon.

TAX UPDATE
The death rattle of the BRT started to get louder when the Board
lost its PA Supreme Court bid to prevent the City from placing the
question of the continued existence of the BRT on the ballot. By
the time you read this, the voters of Philadelphia will likely be on
the verge of ending the reign of the BRT in tax matters, which
leads to the next and more important question as to what the City
will do to balance its books.

Deciding that the City needs $170 million in new taxes, the
Mayor and City Council considered a 2% sugar tax and $300 flat
trash fee. When those proposals were less than enthusiastically
received, a 12% real estate tax boost popped up on the table. It
was suggested in various newspaper editorials that if the Mayor
sincerely wanted to avoid the pain to the taxpaying public in
tough economic times he could avoid a tax increase by reducing
city spending 3.5% across the board. But others said what the
Mayor really wants is a slush fund to help avoid a nasty confron-
tation with City workers over new contracts and pension benefits.

If raising taxes should always be a last resort, which it
should, then the Administration and City Council need to
exert maximum control on spending. The Mayor must worry
less over the political repercussions of standing firm in
continuing union contract negotiations and more about the
taxpayers who have to foot the bill especially given these belt-
tightening times.

Hope to see you all at our May 20 membership meeting.
Updates and other QVNA activities will be discussed.

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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Front Street ªDog Freeº area:
Fence to come down; Signs to go up
The grass area on Front Street between Pemberton and Fitzwater
Streets that was designated a trial ªdog freeº area last summer
will continue this summer. The area was scraped, cleaned, and
reseeded last fall and has been fenced off for the past several
months to allow the new grass to get a healthy start. In mid-May
the fence will come down and signs will go up marking the
perimeter. Readers will recall that the area was created in re-
sponse to requests by residents with small children who live just
off Front Street. They recognized that many dog owners use the
four public grass areas along Front Street, and requested that just
one of those be designated dog-free so that not only their chil-
dren, but all nearby residents would have a safe and healthy space
to enjoy the grass.

Success depends on the goodwill of all neighbors to make this a
pleasant area for everyone. We welcome residents' feedbackÐ
call or email the office.

Keep informed with QVNA email blasts
It's easy to stay informed about events, meetings, last-minute
neighborhood newsÐjust sign up to be on the QVNA email list on
the home page of the web site www.qvna.org.

The Crier is not published in July and August and the email
blasts will be our vehicle for relating news during those months.
We do not share our email list with any other group and on the
average, only three or four emails are sent each month. So sign up!
You can also choose to ªunsubscribeº at any time.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN, E XECUTIVE DIRECTOR

On Saturday, April 24, Queen
Village Tree Tenders added 14
more trees to our sidewalks. The
cumulative effect of planting
more trees is really starting to
show. Walk down South Fourth
Street and admire all the new
trees planted in just the last four
years. Thanks to Dan Gibbon
and Barbara Seiple who once
again led the planting, and
thanks to the volunteers who
came out to help. To get
involved with QV Tree Tenders,
email or call the office.

QV's urban forest gets 14 new trees
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Weccacoe Playground     Continued from page 1

sional design services to assist in making Weccacoe a better place
to play and enjoy.

On afternoons and on weekends, the playground teems with
children of all ages, a reflection of the never-ending popularity of
a playground and the amazing increase of families with young
children in Queen Village. The filled sign-in sheets for the tennis
court attest to the number of tennis players in the area, and the
ping pong table has its own set of fans. The potential improve-
ments at the site are limited only by our imagination, our willing-
ness to become involved and, of course, the money that we can
raise. But, without dreaming a bit, we miss the chance to make
this village spot more fun, more engaging, more beautiful, and
more ecologically oriented.

As its name implies, the Collaborative works in a collaborative
way and requires the recipient organization to assemble a task
force which sponsors community meetings, gathers information,
coordinates the planning and interacts directly with the Collabora-
tive design professionals. We are currently forming our Task
Force, which will include over a dozen members of the Friends of
Weccacoe, city and state legislators, city agencies, schools, other
QV parks, and QV business people.

Community input is critical to the design process. The Task
Force will gather community input by a survey and through
community meetings. The survey is available on-line for the
month of May at http://www.surveymonkey.com/WecPlayground

Hard copies of the survey will be available at the QVNA office
(215-339-0975) and at the two community meetings listed below:
· QVNA General Meeting, 7:30 pm, Thursday, May 20 at St.

Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street. This meeting will allow some
input as well as an opportunity to become involved in the
project.

· Community Input Meeting , 7 to 9 pm, Wednesday, May 26 at
Weccacoe, 400 block Catharine Street. This is the key input
meeting, and will be facilitated by the Pennsylvania Horticul-
tural Society.

The survey responses and community input will be compiled
and summarized by the Task Force and published on the QVNA
web site by June 11. Comments can be made online via email to
info@qvna.org or at the June 17 QVNA General Meeting. A
revised report will then be published.

The contents of the revised community report will be relayed to
the design professionals at the First Task Force meeting to be held
the week of July 19. Two months later (mid-September) the
Second Task Force Meeting will be held to review the prelimi-
nary designs developed by the design team. There may be a few
options to consider. The purpose of the meeting is for the Task
Force to provide guidance in producing the final recommenda-
tions and report.

The final report including drawings, renderings, descriptions
and cost estimates will be published by the Collaborative in late
November. Because of the December holidays, a public presenta-
tion of the report will probably be delayed until January. We will
keep you up to date via the Crier and QVNA e-blasts.

Please direct any questions or comments to info@qvna.org.

Community input is critical,
and will be sought

in a survey and in public meetings
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PhilaPlace web site launches
new mapping feature
What did South Front Street look like before I-95?  You can find
out by exploring a new mapping feature on www.PhilaPlace.org,
the interactive Web site that connects stories to places across time
in Philadelphia's neighborhoods. On the PhilaPlace ªMapº  page
at PhilaPlace.org, visitors can click on the new ªStreetsº tab and
view enhanced historical maps that reveal in-depth patterns of
change over time for specific blocks in South Philadelphia and
Northern Liberties neighborhoods. Land-use and census data
recreate details and activities on a street, house by house, busi-
ness by business, for South 4th Street's ªFabric Row;º the South
9th Street market; the neighborhoods destroyed by the construc-
tion of Interstate 95; and the historically African American
settlement on Wallace Street in Northern Liberties once known as
Paschall's Alley.

ªThrough visual representations overlaid on the contemporary
and historic maps, visitors can see with a glance how key areas at
certain points in time changed in terms of ethnic make-up, land
use, and occupation,º explained Joan Saverino, PhilaPlace project
director.  For instance, the map for the blocks of South 9th Street
shows the dramatic rise in Italian immigrant households in the
decade between 1880 and 1900. The I-95 map recreates several
square blocks of Front Street as they existed in 1963, before
construction began on the Interstate. The entire I-95 swath
displaced hundreds of families and
destroyed homes including all but a few
of the earliest wooden 18th-century
houses in what is now Queen Village.
ªWe will add more contextual informa-
tion in the future¼this is a pilot for
what we would like to demonstrate on a
larger scale, too,º said Saverino.

The maps were produced by one of
PhilaPlace's key partners, Amy Hillier,
Assistant Professor, Department of City and Regional Planning,
University of Pennsylvania, and undergraduate and graduate
students who worked under her supervision.

The Web site, www.PhilaPlace.org, was launched last Decem-
ber by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. The site weaves
stories shared by ordinary people of all backgrounds with
historical records to present an interpretive picture that captures
the rich history, cultures, and architecture of our neighborhoods ±
past and present. Site visitors can contribute new content on an
ongoing basis and have the ability to map their own stories in
place and time. The site also includes K-12 lesson plans for
teachers.

The project is a collaborative endeavor undertaken by the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania in partnership with the City of
Philadelphia Department of Records, the University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Design, other institutions and community
organizations, and members of the community who share their
personal stories.

Early Weccacoe Fire
Company firemark from
the PhilaPlace web site
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Triangle Park becomes Moyamensing Point
The Friends of Triangle Park have re-named the park located at
the intersection of Moyamensing Avenue and Second and
Christian Streets to Moyamensing Point. In developing this new
name, the members of the group, now known as The Friends of
Moyamensing Point, were interested in incorporating the rich
history of the area and paying homage to its original inhabitants.

ªThe word Moyamensing is traced back to the Lenape Indians
who populated Queen Village and the surrounding area hundreds
of years ago,º noted Craig Thomas, one of the Friends' members.
ªIts translation means `pigeon droppings' and although this
description has a definite tie-in to nature, we thought
Moyamensing Point had a better ring to it. It is after all, a meeting
point, a place where friends and neighbors come together to relax,
socialize and simply enjoy the beautiful surroundings.º
     More information at www.moyamensingpoint.org

Picture a park at Pier 53
Picture crossing Delaware Avenue at Washington Avenue and 
continuing along the recreational trail behind the Sheet Metal
Workers' Union Hall. Now you come upon a little park with
meadows and woodland right next to the Delaware River.

This picture will take shape over the next few months as the
Delaware River Waterfront  Corporation moves forward with its
plans to develop a one-acre parcel it owns at Pier 53. The project
focuses on the benefits of ecological restoration. Asphalt will be
ripped up on the landward portion and be replaced with woodland
stands and meadows of native grasses and wildflowers, all of
which will address local stormwater runoff management. The
riverfront trail will wind its way through the park. The commu-
nity was able to give input at the public meeting on April 26 and
workshops will follow. For more information, go to
www.DelawareRiverWaterfrontCorp.com
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Art in Mario Lanza Park May 16
The Friends of Mario Lanza Park in the 200 block between
Catherine and Queen Street will host the 11th annual Art in the
Park show and sale on from 11 am until 5 pm Sunday, May 16.
Over 30 artists will be there to sell their paintings, jewelry,
photography, pottery, sculpture, textiles and more. This is a great
opportunity for you to support your local artists and craftspeople
and to pick up a wonderful piece of art for yourself or your
home. Come meet the artists, visit with neighbors, take in some
fresh air and enjoy the park. Rain date will be 11 am to 4 pm,
Sunday, May 23. Call Gail at 215-922-1829 if you are interested
in showing your work. There are still a few spaces left.

Southwark Plant Sale May 15, 16
The Southwark Queen Village Community Garden will hold its
Spring Plant Sale from 10 am to 4 pm, Saturday, May 15,  and
from 11 am to 4 pm, Sunday, May 16. It will be held at the
Garden, on Christian Street between 3rd and 4th Streets.

Not your usual plant sale! We have many varieties you won't
find in nearby stores. These plants are GORGEOUS!  We'll
feature Perennials and Annuals, Herbs (most are only $3),
Vegetables, Hanging Pots, Heirloom Tomatoes, Native Varieties,
plus Baked Goods and Garden Tours. All proceeds support the
SWQV Community Garden. Cash only, please. Boxes to carry
plants would be greatly appreciated. For more information, write
us at swqvgarden@yahoo.com.

Babysitter Available: Mature woman seeking part-time
babysitting, including weekends. Experienced. Can provide
references. Call Rita Burns 267 274-8050.




