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SWQV COMMUNITY GARDEN  SPRING PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 16, 10  am - 4 pm  & Sunday, May 17, 11 am - 4 pm

Southwark Qu een Village Community Garden
Christian Street between 3rd & 4th

        Flowers · Herbs · Vegetables · Hanging Pots  · Heirloom Plants
Baked Goods · Garden Tours

All proceeds support the garden · Bring Cash & Boxes to Carry Plants

You are invited to celebrate your
neighborhood at the

ANNUAL QUEEN VILLAGE
OPEN HOUSE TOUR

Sunday, May 17, noon to 4 pm

Visit 18th and 19th century restored rowhomes; beautiful and
innovative renovations; historic churches; small gardens; and
charming alleys.

Self-Guided Walking Tour, $25
Complimentary Light Refreshments
Plus: Art Fair in Mario Lanza Park

Wear comfortable walking shoes

To reserve your spot, call 215 339-0975; email
info@qvna.org; or visit www.qvna.org

Tour starts at noon, May 17, at
Old Swede's Church (Christian and Water Streets at

Delaware Avenue).
Reserve your spot early. Tour takes place, rain or- shine.  All sales are final.

Tickets are also available at Old Swede's the day of the Tour.

QVNA General Meeting, Thursday, May 21, 7:30 pm
St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

HONEY, DID

YOU TAKE

OUT THE

TRASH?SEE
PAGE 3

Casino update
by Jeff Rush, QVNA President
Public hearings were recently held here to
take testimony concerning Sugarhouse's
request for an extension for one additional
year to become operational. At the time of
this writing the result is unknown.

Due to political and economic pressure
the Mayor has withdrawn opposition to
waterfront casinos although it appears the
Administration favors siting Foxwoods at
Strawbridge's because it believes this site
will jump-start the rejuvenation of east
Market Street. The Planning Commission
believes the Strawbridge's site has the
additional advantage of an existing public
transportation hub unrivaled in the center
of any large city in the country.

At issue is an independent traffic study
which asserts that Sugarhouse's current
design is entirely auto-centric and unman-
ageable given current infrastructure limi-
tations. PennDot's plans to upgrade
I-95 would result in improvements, but
not until 2015 at the earliest. The latest
redesign for Sugarhouse reduces their
costs by increasing surface parking in lieu
of parking garages.

This unchanged method of delivery of
customers is incompatible with the
PennPraxis and CDAG goals for the wa-
terfront which eschews traffic congestion
and carbon emissions and favors increased
public access. Planning for public trans-
portation, not currently part of the equa-
tion, needs to be integrated, as does effec-
tive policing for this proposed commer-
cial/entertainment district.

It has long been established that siting
Foxwoods at Delaware and Reed Streets
would create a traffic nightmare. Much
better, Sugarhouse should be encouraged
to move, for many of the same reasons.

Explore your own neighborhood!
PLANT SALE

 May 16 & May 17

HOUSE TOUR
May 17

PLUS:
Walking Tour,

Art in the Park,
Garden Tour,
QV Memories,

See Page 4
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Insured                                              A  QV Company
267-505-7178

$ HOP �  Quality + Savings

ªAmbassadorº
Your Home Cleaning ProsÐ

Condos, Apts., Common Areas

Failing that, isn't it time to blow off expediency, get on top of the
curve and do the right thing?

Governor Rendell, Senator Farnese and State Legislators Keller
and O'Brien should demand that PennDot begin an immediate
and intense review of plans for the rebuild of the Girard Avenue
Interchange and Mayor Nutter and Councilman DiCiccio should
also initiate relatively inexpensive existing plans to ease traffic
problems on the traffic saturated south end of Columbus Blvd.

TAX REEVALUATION COMING FOR THE CITY;
MAYOR NUTTER WILL COME TO JUNE MEETING
As is the case worldwide, we have an economic emergency not
seen since before even I was born! The City is facing a $billion +
shortfall in revenue over the next five years, according to esti-
mates.

To meet this problem the Administration is proposing a 19/17%
increase in real estate tax over the next two years. Complicating
the issue is a current proposal to make taxes ªfairº by equalizing
the values to ªcurrentº estimates. As reported in the newspapers, a
reevaluation would hammer Queen Village and other South Phila-
delphia and Center City neighborhoods by as much as 122%,
more than doubling current assessments!

Queen Village and other neighborhoods south and north are
undeniably a major reason for the recent growth in the City and
are an easy target for demands for higher tax assessments.

A new tax policy should not penalize long-term residents, but it
should also encourage potential new residents to move here. So as
easy as it is to rail against the 10 year tax abatement, dumping it
would eliminate the most important development tool this City
has had, maybe ever.

The Mayor and City Council are faced with decisions that will
determine the future of the City because of the far-reaching
effects of yet-to-be-determined tax policy. Bad policy here would
be deadly.

Mayor Nutter has agreed to come to the June QVNA meeting to
discuss these vital issues with us.

Make sure you mark your calendars for Thursday, June 18, for
this opportunity to hear about these tax changes.

I greatly appreciate Mayor Nutter's willingness to attend our
meeting.

Swing into spring with Weccacoe tennis
The Weccacoe tennis court is in full swing for the spring season.
QVNA funded a brand new net and thorough spring cleaning has
left the court looking better than ever. Come on out and sign up
for an hour of play! The sign-in sheet is located to the right of the
court entrance gate in the community announcement box.

If you are interested in join our tennis club, please email Donna
Pancari at weccacoetennisclub@gmail.com.

PA property tax/rent rebate applications
There's still time for income-eligible seniors and residents with
disabilities to apply for a property tax/rent rebate from the state of
Pennsylvania. Income limits have been increased, so anyone in-
terested in finding out if he or she qualifies, can call 1-888-222-
9190 or go online at www.papropertytaxrelief.com Deadline is
June 30. The PA-100 forms are available in the QVNA office. 
Call or email the office to get a form.

President's column        continued from page 1
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

It's a common sight wherever there is a public trash receptacle in
the neighborhood. Within a day (or a couple of hours?) of being
emptied by the Streets Department, a trash receptacle is overflow-
ing with what are obviously household trash bags. With very few
exceptions, those household trash bags are coming from Queen
Village residents .

As summer approaches, this problem only intensifies because
the hot weather increases the aroma of the contents of these bags.

What to do? In the ideal world, a responsible, civic-minded
citizen would not drop household trash in a public receptacle. But
since we're not living in an ideal world, we turn to some kind of
enforcement.

The Streets Department's SWEEP program is the education/
enforcement arm of the Department. Residents can call the
SWEEP Enforcement Unit at 215 685-4275 to report a site where
a trash receptacle is consistently overflowing. SWEEP officers
have the unpleasant task of literally going through trash bags to
find addresses linking bags to owners. If they find them, they
issue fines.

Residents have occasionally asked why there are so few trash
receptacles in the neighborhood or why trash receptacles have
been removed from a specific corner. The answer is that nearby
residents who had to deal with the sight and stink of overflowing
receptacles have often requested that they be removed.

Is there a solution? QVNA welcomes residents' suggestions, so
call or email the office with yours.

Is this YOUR household trash?

An overflowing trash can at 2nd and Christian Streets is an
all-too-frequent and unwelcome neighborhood sight.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning · Taxes · Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees · Bike Racks · Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:___________________________________

Ð  Individual sponsor $25 Ð  Family Sponsorship $40
Ð  Friend $100 Ð Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible.
QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

LOTS OF HAPPENINGS;
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

May 16: Walking Tour with Steve Sitarski
Stephen Sitarski, Chief of Interpretation and Vistor Services
at Independence National Historic Park, and former QV resi-
dent, will repeat his historic walking tour of Queen Village at
10 am on Saturday, May 16 (rain date Sunday, May 17). Tour
starts at Gloria Dei (Old Swede's) Church, Christian and
Water Streets. Cost is $15, payable that day by cash or check
made out to QVNA. Call or email the office so that we have a
head count.

May 17: Art in the Park at Mario Lanza Park
Art show 11 am to 5 pm, features a sophisticated array of
artists and crafts people showing and selling their work.
(Rain date is Sunday, May 31).

May 31: Society Hill Open House & Garden Tour
On Sunday, May 31, from 1-5 pm. Self-guided tour of over
10 private homes and gardens in one of our nation's most
historic neighborhoods. Tickets are $25. Advance purchases
are encouraged. To purchase your ticket or to receive more
information, please call the Society Hill Civic Association at
215-629-1288 or email mattdejulio@aol.com. Tickets may
also be purchased on the day of the tour at Old Pine Street
Church, 412 Pine Street, Philadelphia.

 
Save the Date: June 25 for QV Memories
ªQueen Village Memories: An Evening with Marty Labbº
On Thursday evening, June 25, Queen Village resident Marty
Labb will share his stories spanning some 50 years in the neigh-
borhood. More details to come in the June issue.
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QV third grader places first in
state chess tournament

When seven Friends Select lower school students won the K-3
Open section in the 2009 Pennsylvania State Scholastic Champi-
onship, third grader Jack Gontowski (front row, left) placed first.
Jack is the son of Chris Jefferson and former QVNA board
member Frank Gontowski.

Other members of the winning team at the Championship event
held March 7 in Carlisle, Pa, were fellow Third Grader Jacob
Taranta, who won a ªtop finisherº medal and was named a third
grade co-champion; third grader Clara Pritchett; and first graders
Torin Kuehnle, Jonah Taranta, Manas Narula, and A.J. Allen.

In just its second year, the Friends Select chess program meets
weekly before school, coached by chess instructor Ross Colby.
The students also travelled to Nashville, Tenn., in April to
compete in the U.S. Chess Federation's National Elementary
School Tournament.
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

Shot Tower gets
cleanup
Thank you Home Depot,
David at Greens Grow,
Mary Grace at the Depart-
ment of Recreation, Jen at
Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, QVNA, Scott
Abramson and all the
volunteers who came out
for the Friends of Shot
Tower Recreation Center's
cleanup and planting on
April 18.

Two stars for neighborhood dining
When the April 2 Philadelphia Inquirer chronicled the world
dining adventures of 88-year-old Ed Weinrott, it carried his A-List
of 12 best places to eat in the area. Only two Philadelphia
restaurants made that list Ð and both were in the neighborhood.

Crier advertiser, Gayle, 617 South 3rd Street, and Salt &
Pepper, 746 South 6th Street in nearby Bella Vista, were the only
Philadelphia eateries ªdiscerning dinerº Weinrott chose.
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Volunteers green the
neighborhood
After the April 25th planting of 24
trees, Queen Village is yet another step
along in helping to restore the tree
canopy of Philadelphia. From
Settlement Music School's Queen
Street side to single sites on blocks of
Bainbridge, Fitzwater, Catharine,
South Fifth, South Third, and East
Passyunk, volunteers  moved from tree
pit to tree pit and dug holes, pried out
rocks and bricks, loaded and pushed
innumerable wheelbarrows of soil and
mulch, planted trees, watered them,
and wished them well.

The trees were provided free
through TreeVitalize, the public-
private partnership funded by the state
of Pennsylvania to re-green the much
depleted tree stock of our region.
Volunteers planted maples, ornamental
plums, amelanchiers, and Japanese
tree lilacs.

Thanks go especially to Dan Gibbon
and Barbara Seiple, Queen Village
Tree Tenders, who organized and
directed the volunteers. When you pass
a tree with a white ªTreeVitalizeº tag,
you'll know it was planted by fellow
Queen Villagers. To get involved with
Tree Tenders, call or email the office.

Releasing the green

A pound of protection

Shovelfuls of tender care

A stake in the future


