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On the Waterfront: Master Plan Project Update
By Mike Hauptman, QVNA and Delaware River Waterfront Corporation board member
On Monday, June 7, the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation held a public presenta-
tion at Festival Pier to give an update on the progress being made toward developing a
Master Plan for the seven miles of waterfront between Oregon and Allegheny Avenues.

The team producing the Master Plan is led by Cooper Robertson & Partners from
New York. Other participating consultants included the Philadelphia firms of the Olin
Partnership and KieranTimberlake. The team, having just completed the data-gathering
and analysis phase, have made several observations and formed some initial conclusions:

·  There is a great opportunity to achieve a revitalized waterfront that is unique and
authentic to Philadelphia.

·  Regarding I-95, the Master Planning team has discovered that there are an aston-
ishingly large number of streetsÐ47Ðthat pass over or under the interstate. This indi-
cates that I-95 is less of a physical barrier and more of a psychological barrier. The
project team will be researching aggressive treatments of underpasses and overpasses that
are more attractive and inviting.

·  We can make the waterfront unique to Philadelphia by building upon the cultural,
historical and neighborhood resources along and adjacent to the river.  Ecological
resources, such as extensive wetlands restoration, will still leave plenty of space for
recreational trails and parks integrated with other uses.

·  Development of the waterfront will be a long-term project. The Master Plan will
identify ªnodesº that should be developed in the short-term by focusing public investment
on these areas, which will then promote private investment. Long-term, development can
fill in between the nodes.

·  In the short term, market analysis has shown that the waterfront probably cannot
support high-rise development. However, there are opportunities for dense development
that is 4-8 stories. With the extension of the street grid to the river, as proposed in the
Civic Vision, this type of development will support the goal of a uniquely Philadelphia
development model which is dense, but more neighborhood-scale.

·  There is a great opportunity to promote a ªTwo Cities, One Waterfrontº idea that
would use existing tourism assets from both Camden and Philadelphia. Combined, 3.2
million people per year visit both waterfronts.

In the next phase, the consultants will be developing concept plans and alternatives
for the waterfront. These will be presented at a public meeting in September.

UPDATE: Christian Street Initiative
By Richard Wolk , QVNA Executive Vice President
The June 17 Community Meeting will be devoted to a public forum on our eight-month
trial of replacing the traffic lights at the intersection of Christian Street, Moyamensing
Avenue, and Second Streets to all-way stop signs. At this meeting we will have represen-
tatives from the Streets and Police Departments who will present us with their findings
and conclusions. All who attend will be able to ask questions or comment on their
personal views. This is your chance to be heard.

We have been paying close attention to observations and suggestions in order to solve
problems and make improvements so when the trial has ended, the good of the people

This is the last issue of the Crier until after
the Summer and what an intense year it's
been so far.

After many months of stalling, shuffling
and wrangling, the Foxwoods partnership,
reeling and still apparently without a new
investor or operator, late last month asked
the Casino Gaming Board for yet another
extension which the board refused to grant.
In the interim, a western Pennsylvania state
legislator successfully sprung a bill from
committee that would transfer
Philadelphia's second gaming license to
Jonestown, PA, which presumably was
anxious for the economic development
potential from siting a casino in its munici-
pality. It is, at this point unknown whether
Foxwood's and perhaps, Philadelphia, will
be stripped of its license.

Regardless of the eventual fate of the
Foxwood's partnership or the disposi-
tion of Philadelphia's second casino
license, the odds of a casino being built
any time soon at Delaware and Reed
Streets have become a long-shot.
Sugarhouse, however, which recently
was approved for table games, continues
construction and expects to open in the
early Fall.

Work will also continue on I-95, the
Girard Avenue ramp and connecting streets
at that interchange. It is hoped that these
upgrades will eventually reduce existing
traffic problems as well as those that will
no doubt compound current difficulties.
Police and City officials have met twice to
date with Fishtown neighbors to hear
concerns and outline policing, traffic and
crowd control plans for the opening of
Sugarhouse.

What impact the operation of
Sugarhouse will have on local traffic is
unknown but not expected at this point
to cause more disruption than is already
evident. QVNA will closely monitor the
situation in the months following the
opening.
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President's Message           continued from page 1

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

F o u r t h   a n d   C a t h a r i n e    S t

CHECK OUT THE NEWLY RENOVATED WICCACO MARKET
(formerly ªJohn's Marketº) Owners John and Suzi Yoo, who have been at
the site for 18  years, have completely transformed the space. They will
have more organic food and vegetables, fresh cheeses and more.
Wiccaco means ªPleasant Placeº       Phone Orders to 215-922-7735

TAXES
Back in late February, Mayor Nutter and City Council appropri-
ately declared a moratorium on any new real estate tax increases,
thus acknowledging the bad data that comprises current assess-
ments for the City's real estate. The word was it would take two
years to correct those assessments. Several weeks ago city
taxpayers voted to abolish the BRT which was also appropriate.
The current recession and subsequent revenue shortfalls have now
prompted the Mayor and Council to raise real estate taxes nearly
10%! Several other tax ªenhancementsº are still under consider-
ation as the Mayor continues to struggle to balance the budget,
claiming he has no other choice but to eliminate the next two
classes at the Police academy and reduce fire and library opera-
tions to fix the situation. (See page 5 for an article by Bill Landy,
Chair of the QVNA Tax Committee.)

WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT
Pier 53, in back of the Sheet Metal Worker's Union Building at
Washington and Columbus Boulevard, is now open to the public.
Work on this lovely green parcel was recently finished and
includes a portion of the waterfront bike trail.

Work by the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation on a
master plan for the 7.5 mile stretch of the central waterfront
continues, and a public showing and discussion will shortly be
announced. (See page 1 for an update by QVNA Zoning Chair
and DRWC board member Michael Hauptman.)

SOUTH STREET POLICE MINI STATION FUND RAISER
We greatly appreciate the fine work of the 3rd District Police,
Captain Mike Weaver, and the South Street Detail run by Lt.
Gerry McShea. The Queen Village Neighbors Association, Bella
Vista Town Watch and other area civics sponsored a successful
and ongoing fund raising effort for the Police mini-station which
was held at the Society Hill Dance Academy several weeks ago.
This money will be used for maintenance, repairs and some
equipment as the City does not contribute any funding for the
mini-station.

You can still show your support for Police by going to
www.policeministation.org to make a tax deductible
contribution.

I'LL LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE JUNE
17 MEETING AT ST. PHILIP NERI FOR A DISCUSSION
OF TRAFFIC CONTROLS AT 2ND AND CHRISTIAN, A
CASINO UPDATE AND UPDATES ON OTHER IMPOR-
TANT ISSUES.

ON BEHALF OF THE QVNA BOARD AND STAFF HAVE
A GREAT SUMMER!

New sod, irrigation at Mario Lanza Park
Sometime this summer new sod and an irrigation system will be
installed in Mario Lanza Park. The search for contractors has
been narrowed to two. Work will begin once references are
checked and the final choice is made. The newly-restored grass
triangles will need to be fenced off to all foot and paw traffic to
allow the root system a chance to settle in.

The Friends of Mario Lanza Park and QVNA hope that all
users of Mario Lanza Park will be patient and understand that the
fencing is necessary to the success of the project. We will also
install new signs approved by the Department of Recreation to
remind dog owners and walkers to keep their dogs held on leash
until they enter the dog run. These improvements will greatly
enhance the beauty and health of the Park for all. Thank you for
your cooperation.
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Open House Tour delightful success
From as far away as Georgia and as near as Fitzwater and
Christian Streets, tour goers on the 2010 Queen Village Open
House Tour were treated to a wonderful array of homes. A
ªvertical livingº 10 foot-wide house; a mature three-story tree
growing up through a hidden deck at another; a house with
history going back to the Shippens and Benedict Arnold; a child's
bedroom with surprise skylightsÐthese are just a few of the
delights of this year's tour. The tour is indeed a fundraiser for
QVNA, but it also is a celebration of the neighborhood.

The Friends of Mario Lanza Park hosted Art in the Park that
day and the Southwark Queen Village Community Garden held a
plant sale and gave tours of their 34 year-old garden, one of the
oldest in the city. The weather was as perfect as one could ask for.

Thanks to the homeowners who so graciously shared their
houses: Jean Barr, Gail Chapman and Don Ackerman, Walt
Lowthian and Linda Sheffield, Michelle Palamountain, Cynthia
Temple, and Craig Umscheid and Barry Yalloff.

Thanks to Dave Auspitz who donated a platter of his very
famous Famous Cookies, and to John Yuska of Gaetano's Italian
Deli who donated a hoagie platter.

Thanks especially to the fabulous Open House Committee:
Eileen Gargano, Ruthie Kroah, and Carol Purfield.

BE GOOD TO YOUR STREET TREE IN THE HEAT : If you
have a tree newly-planted in the last three years, you need to
water it slowly and deeply once a week with at least 15 gallons.
Remember it is living in a concrete box. Be extra nice and put
down a 2º layer of mulch, but keep that mulch away from the tree
trunk. Mulch keeps weeds down and helps retain moisture.

PLUS A WORD ABOUT TREE BOXES: Don't raise the level
of the soil around the tree trunk within the box. The bark of a tree
is made up of cells that are different from root cells, and they
need to be exposed. Raising the soil level several inches around
the trunk is not healthy for the tree. A properly planted tree flares
out slightly at the base of the trunk. It should not look like a
telephone pole!

will have been served. Through emails and calls to the QVNA
office and the people who have stopped me on the street, we have
been made aware of specific concerns and responded to them. We
have worked to eliminate or improve the lingering problems. Due
to the diligent cooperation of the Streets Department and the
Third District Police, we have resolved the issues brought to our
attention.

Delivery trucks, a temporary inconvenience, but necessary to
businesses in the community, will not block a traffic lane. But
drivers who encounter these trucks should exhibit courtesy and
caution when passing through the intersection.

Let us recall why we took this initiative in the first place.
With traffic lights, the rush to get through the intersection while
the lights were changing caused four horrendous accidents to
people, cars and property. Motorists were not paying attention to
pedestrians who, in many cases, avoided that intersection. The
population within a three-block area around that intersection has

Christian Street Initiative     Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4
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NEWS FLASHES!

STAY IN TOUCH OVER THE SUMMER
Though the Crier is on vacation over the
summer, you can continue to receive news
of the neighborhood. Sign up to be on the
QVNA email list on the home page of the web
site at www.qvna.org for email blasts about
QV events, meetings and late-breaking neighborhood news.

Good neighbors make good fences
A new iron fence now graces the front of the Sixth Street Community
Garden, and the delighted smiles of the gardeners says it all. The
garden group is the first to complete their greening improvement
project made possible by a grant from QVNA (See March Crier).

Free Summer Fun in QV
KidFest in Mario Lanza Park  (200 block between Catharine
and Queen Streets) Tuesdays in June at 7 pm (no rain date).

June 15 is Bike Parade Night: Decorate your bike, scooter or
just wear your wheels and parade around the neighborhood with a
police escort!
June 22 is Firetruck Night: Get sprayed by a hose! Wear bathing
suits and bring a towel.

July 20 is Movie Night at Shot Tower Recreation Center
(Front and Carpenter Sts.) Where The Wild Things Are begins
after dark, around 8 pm. Bring blankets or chairs (no rain date).

Wood Windows: Repair or replace?
Did you know that repairing rather than replacing wood windows
is most likely to be the ªgreener optionº for your home? Typically
replacement windows are vinyl, aluminum, or a composite made
with wood, and none will last as long as the original window.
There also can be a loss in the home's character, a waste in a
historic resource, and a potential net loss in energy conservation.

A historic wood window, properly maintained and fitted with a
storm window, can be just as energy efficient as a new window.
Research shows that most traditionally designed wood-frame
buildings lose more heat through the roof and un-insulated walls
than through the windows.

For more information on windows, go to preservationnation.org
and go to Issues, Weatherization, Windows, or search on ªwood
window tip sheet.º  ÐQueen Village Historic Committee

increased substantially in the last five years. Since the changes,
motorists have slowed down and yet, during busy times, they
actually pass through the intersection more quickly. Pedestrians
are now coming back to the intersection.

We can only be guided by what we hear from the residents of
Queen Village. We look forward to seeing you and hearing your
comments at the June 17 meeting.

Christian Street Initiative     Continued from page 3
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Real Estate Tax Update:
Now what after BRT?
By Bill Landy , Chair, QVNA Tax Committe
Philadelphians voted on Tuesday May 21 to abolish the 156-year-
old Board of Revision of Taxes (BRT). By a more than 7-3 ratio,
voters overwhelmingly approved a charter change replacing the
troubled property-assessment and appeals agency with two new
city offices later this year.

The board itself has acknowledged that its current assessment
system is inaccurate and lacks uniformity, and the agency has
been working for years on a comprehensive fix. Mayor Michael
Nutter called it ª a very important moment in Philadelphia's
history. We've dissolved an entity that is a throwback to the
1800s, an entity that needed to be put out of business so that we
can move forward with the hard work of reform.º

So where do we go from here? Unless the BRT sues for an
appeal and wins approval for a reversal, the law now gives Nutter
authority to hire a chief assessment officer as early as July 1 to
oversee a new Office of Property Assessment. Most of the BRT's
160 employees would be transferred to this new office. The
charter change also creates a seven-member Board of Property
Assessment Appeals, which would operate independently of the
Office of Property Assessment.

Getting the appraisals right will require completion of the
Actual Value Initiative, a computerized mass-appraisal system on
which the BRT has been working since 2003.

ªThis means the mayor and City Council will now actually
have to take responsibility for the broken assessment system and
fix it. This is just the beginning of reform,º said the Rev. Ken
Metzner, a South Philadelphia homeowner who has emerged as a
leading critic of the city's faulty property-valuation system.

The BRT has contended it is close to finishing the Actual Value
Initiative, but the Nutter administration says there are still far too
many inaccuracies in the data. Despite those flaws, City Council
already has approved a 9.9% property-tax hike for next year's
budget, which Nutter appears ready to sign off on.

Zack Stalberg of the Committee of Seventy called abolition of
the BRT ªreally a big, big win for the citizens. Especially with a
9.9% tax increase looming, this gives people at least some sense
that, in time, they can begin to trust their tax bill.º

The Nutter administration has said it could take two years or
more to release new property values citywide. We'll keep you
posted...

Interested in joining the QVNA Real Estate Tax Committee?
Contact us at info@qvna.org
Information in this article was extracted from Patrick Kerkstra's May 19
posting in the Philadelphia Inquirer's Philly.com

Do you have a new
neighbor? Let QVNA's
Welcoming Committee
know. We prepare wel-
come baskets filled with
useful information,
brochures, and gift
certificates from
neighborhod merchants.
Email the office or
committee chair Charles
Schmitt at
schmittcr@comcast.net

Help welcome new neighbors
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Join us for Summer Reading
Would you like a chance to talk about some summer reading?
Then join us. Readers come from as ªfar awayº as Olde City and
ªas close asº Queen Village. We meet Mondays at Gloria Dei
(Old Swedes) Church, at 7 pm. Following are dates and books.
June 14: The Diving Bell & the Butterfly by Jean-Dominque
Bauby
July 12: The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson
August 16: Things I've Been Silent About by Azaar Nafisi

Questions? Contact Marilyn at marilynj13@gmail.com We'd
love to hear from you!

From the Friends of Beck Park:
Thank you to everyone who came out and helped at the Beck
Park cleanup as part of the LOVE Your Park event on May 8.
Thanks also to PhiladelphiaCares for sending volunteers our way.
We could not have done it without your support!º

Got something enticing to say?
Send it to the Crier
We'd like to hear from you. Do you have an
interesting story about the neighborhood?
Annual traditions on your block you'd like
to share? Would you just like to thank or
acknowledge another neighbor? Materials must be submitted in
writingÐvia mail or email and should include the name of a con-
tact person. Letters to the Editor will be considered for publica-
tion only if signed and the writer provides contact information.
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Good grief, we're getting greener!
Energy saving light-emitting diode lights in traffic signals, a solar
project at a pollution control plant, a Recyling Rewards program,
bike paths, bike racks, solar-powered trash compactors on the
streets, and a U.S. Energy Department grant to help retrofit
residences and business Ð all positive signs that Philadelphia is
serious about energy conservation and sustainable development.

This month those efforts were rewarded. The City's
Greenworks Philadelphia program beat out Dallas and Atlanta to
win the third annual Siemens Sustainable Community Award in
the large-community category given by the national U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce and Siemens Corp., an electronics and electri-
cal-engineering company.

The award gives the City both boasting rights and hosting
rights for next year's National Conference on Corporate Commu-
nity Investment which is attended by 300 representatives of some
of the largest U.S. corporations.

A Chamber official said Greenworks' participation by both
companies and neighborhoods demonstrates ªreal concern with
balancing the environmental interest with economic and social
interest.º Judges also liked Greenworks' measureable targets for
lowering city government energy consumption 30 percent;
diverting 70 percent of solid waste from landfills; and providing
park and recreation resources within 10 minutes of 75% of its
residents.

Mayor Michael Nutter's goal in the year-old Greenworks
program is to make Philadelphia ªAmerica's #1 Green City.º This
month he'll announce the progress toward each goal. For infor-
mation, go to www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/index.html

Information extracted from Philadephia Inquirer article by staff writer
Diane Mastrull.




