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Queen Village Stories:
An Evening with Marty Labb
by Richard Wolk
    An event you do not want to miss will take place at 7 pm, Thursday, June 25 at St. Philip
Neri Church, 218 Queen Street. QVNA, along with the St. Philip Neri Church Historical
Committee, is hosting An Evening of Queen Village Stories featuring Marty Labb.

Marty, 80 years young, was born in what was then called Southwark, and grew up in
the 900 block of South Second Street. After serving in the navy in World War II, he
attended Temple University on the G.I. Bill, married his wife Ellen, and moved back to
the block where he grew up, and he has lived there ever since.

A school teacher and a published poet, Marty has an uncanny ability to regale his
audience with the history of our neighborhood from his youth to the present day. Marty
will take you back to a different time and place as he unfolds the history of our village Ð
the mor!s of past generations and their work, children and their play, and of course, the
hucksters and characters. The evening will end with questions from those attending.

Seating is limited, so reservations are required. If you have teenagers, consider bring-
ing them so that they can get an idea from a master story teller of what life was like
before TV, electronic games, IPods, and cell phones. Light refreshments will be served.
Call the office, 215 339-0975 or email info@qvna.org to reserve your space.

Continued on page  5

Have a sizzlin' good summer!

With this issue, The Crier goes
on summer vacation. To stay
connected and informed,
subscribe to QVNA's email
list at www.qvna.org
until our next issue in
September.

By Patricia Bentz
During any walk around our neighbor-
hood it is easy to spot dogs of all
shapes and sizes urinating on sidewalk
flower beds, front door steps, private
flower pots and kids' play areas. What
is surprising about this is that these
dogs are on leash#

Numerous discussions with non-dog
owners and dog owners in Queen
Village clearly indicate that this is a
common urban problem that many
residents are particularly peeved about.
A frequently asked question is whether
dog owners who let their dogs urinate
in places where they shouldn't do so
because they just don't know any better
or because they just don't care.

Peeved Over Pee! Does Your Dog Do This?
The fundamental problem with dog urine is

that it is essentially concentrated liquid
nitrogen (fertilizer) applied all at once in a
particular spot.

In small amounts, it can cause brown spots
on lawns and plants. If a dog persistently
urinates in a small area, the soil can become

Casino and waterfront
updates, taxes, Mayor's
visit to QVNA, June 24
by Jeff Rush, QVNA President

CASINO UPDATE
At this moment talks appear stalled
between Foxwoods and various owners of
the Strawbridge's building at 8th and
Market Streets. Foxwoods has so far failed
to produce any plans for their casino
proposal at Strawbridge's, their expressed
most desired location, and they've refused
to present any plans or ask the Pennsylva-
nia Gaming Board for permission to move
until they have City zoning approval.

Councilman DiCicco has declined to
consider zoning until Foxwoods produces
a signed lease. The Planning Commission
now has sole authority over ultimate
approvals for Foxwoods but presumably
would need an acceptable plan of develop-
ment as well as traffic and other studies
before granting permission to proceed.

A Foxwoods' spokesperson has made it
clear that should the Strawbridge's
proposal fail for any reason, they will
immediately restart existing plans for a
casino at Delaware and Reed Streets where
they already have zoning and a special
court ªmasterº to smooth the planning and
construction of the facility.

While Foxwoods in Center City remains
controversial and is opposed by some of
the civics, Queen Village and other
neighborhoods adjoining the waterfront
remain unalterably opposed to Foxwoods
at Delaware and Reed, fearing insurmount-
able traffic headaches and other unfixable
problems 24/7.

Complicating this equation is the deep
recession and credit crunch which leave
some to wonder whether any of these
proposals will actually be built anytime
soon. My guess is they will, although it's a
coin toss whether Foxwoods can get
everything straightened out before City
Council goes out of session at the end of
the month. If they don't, this unpleasant
and undefined situation could well drag on
into the late fall.

WATERFRONT NEWS
On June 3 City Council will consider
passage of an interim zoning overlay for
the 7 1/2 mile stretch of the Central
waterfront. The plan provides for a bike
and pedestrian trail and setbacks for public
access, with an eye to reducing the barrier
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effect of I95 on the waterfront. It is also designed to reduce the
need for variances and increase certainty for developers in terms of
what kind of development is permitted.

The plan has passed Planning Commission muster and will
likely be approved by Council although there is an ongoing
discussion between developers, civics and the government about
how much public access will be required.

The civics and PennPraxis favor a 100 foot setback, or 20% of
available land, and the developers are arguing that this requirement
is a ªtakingº without compensation, and they are opposed. The
final decision on this and other of the more contentious items will
be made by Council after hearing public testimony.

Regardless of the result of Council's deliberations this interim
zoning overlay will be replaced by a permanent plan which is
expected to be finished within two years.

TAXES: MAYOR NUTTER
TO ATTEND JUNE 24 QVNA MEETING
In the face of dwindling tax revenues the City has passed a budget
which calls for a 1% sales tax hike for five years and a postpone-
ment of pension contribution requirements which will be paid
from the last two years of the sales tax hike. This plan must be
approved by the State.

If it is approved, the City would not have to raise property or
other business taxes although Philadelphia would be at a disadvan-
tage in relation to the surrounding counties  and South Jersey and
Delaware where the sales tax would be at least 2 points lower.
Still, many believe this alternative is plainly and simply the least
onerous among a mess of toxic options.

If this plan is not approved by the State, the Mayor and City
Council will either have to hike the property and other taxes or be
forced to make ªdraconianº cuts in basic city services including
Police, Fire, Streets and other city operations. On top of all this,
soon to commence contract talks between the City and its unions
are likely to be bitter and could easily degenerate into strikes and
service interruptions.

If all this weren't bad enough, the Board of Revision of Taxes
(BRT) has released the long awaited results of its plan to realign
assessments to 100% of value. In theory this would make taxes
more ªfair,º but many experts who have looked at the results are
greatly concerned these values are based on sales taken at the top
of the market rather than actual, current home prices, battered by
the real estate slump.

To make matters worse, recently the Inquirer ran a series of
articles exposing deep and long standing problems with the BRT,
accusing the Board of cronyism, incompetence and alleged
corruption. The series concluded that this board is currently
incapable of doing its job in a fair and impartial way.

Because any move to reassess housing values would result in
most center city neighborhoods getting thoroughly whacked,
members of the Queen Village Tax Committee and I have been
meeting with the leadership of other area civics in preparation for
a visit by Mayor Nutter at a Special Meeting sponsored by
QVNA on June 24.

WE URGE ALL AREA RESIDENTS
TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING!
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Open House Tour great success;
Check out Greenworks Philadelphia

A 30-year tradition of celebrating the beautiful, unique, and
unusual houses in Queen Village continued this past May into its
31st season. Both a fundraiser and a special community event, the
Open House Tour happens for one simple reason: homeowners
graciously open their homes. Our thanks to Suzanne Dreitlin,
Sheila Reynolds and Alan Hunter, Walt Lowthian and Linda
Sheffield, Andy Morgan, Ashley Redfearn and Robert Neswick,
Carol Purfield and Juliet Whelan.

This year we had our usual fascinating varietyÐ a former
commercial building completely gutted and transformed into a
post-modern sleek airy interior; a Trinity containing ªeverything a
family of three (plus turtle and cats) needs, neatly tucked into 750
square feet;º a meticulously renovated early 19th century home
brought out of a ª1974 motel bare-bonesº interior; a beautifully
renovated former convent; an 18th century double colonial with
winding staircases and passages galore; a late 19th century home
with dramatic arched windows extending to the third floor and
unique furnishings; and a charming inner garden courtyard
completely hidden from the street.

My thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers: Eileen Gargano,
Bill Gargano, Ruthie Kroah, and Carol Purfield. Tour-goers this
year came from the surrounding counties, New Jersey, Delaware,
and even California, as well as from right here in Queen Village.

It's never too early to think about putting your house on the
2010 Open House Tour. Start those projects on your to-do list
now#

GREENWORKS PHILADELPHIA
ªThe Greenest City in America.º That is Mayor Michael Nutter's
goal. ªWe must dream big and we must dream smart.º Mayor
Nutter has set lofty but attainable goals for Philadelphia in a plan
called Greenworks Philadelphia.

You can learn about it at ªhttp://www.phila.gov/green/
greenworks/index.htmlº where you can explore ways in which
you can participate.

Greenworks lays out 15 future goals and targets. They include
reducing energy consumption, diverting 70% of solid waste
materials from landfills, and providing park and recreation
resources within 10 minutes of 75% of all residents.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning · Taxes · Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees · Bike Racks · Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:___________________________________

Ð  Individual sponsor $25 Ð  Family Sponsorship $40
Ð  Friend $100 Ð Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible.
QVNA Federal Tax ID & 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

New trees need your help to
survive summer in the city
Many new trees have been planted in Queen
Village in the last few years by Queen Village
Tree Tenders through the TreeVitalize project
and by individual homeowners. If you are a
homeowner with a new tree, be sure to give it
a deep watering of 15-20 gallons once a week,
unless there has been a good soaking rain. Newly
planted trees need two years to get their root systems
established, so get yours off to a healthy start and water it. 
 
Got a dead tree that needs to be removed?
If you have a dead tree in front of your house, you can get it on
the Fairmount Park list for removal. To do so, go to the
Fairmount Park web site: www.fairmountpark.org and click on
ªServices/Permitsº on the left-hand tool bar. Then under ªStreet
Tree Information,º open ªTree Maintenance Citizen Service.
Request Form.º Print it out, fill it out and send it in. You may
also request a new tree on that form.

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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irreversibly too salty for almost any plants or grasses to grow.
This usually requires replacing the existing soil with fresh top soil
or potting soil/compost. While feces has its own set of issues, it
does not burn grass and plants as severely because it is in a solid,
slow-release form as opposed to a concentrated liquid.

Dog owners tend to pick up feces which decreases nitrogen
exposure. Unfortunately, there really are no repellents that are
consistently effective in keeping dogs from urinating on plants
and foliage. Some residents find Liquid Fence*  helpful, while
others have not.

The best way for dog owners to prevent this problem is to train
their pets to go in a particular area or on a particular surface. This
involves using plenty of verbal praise and rewards for going on an
appropriate spot. As the number of dogs in our neighborhood
increases, it becomes increasingly important for dog owners to
take on the added responsibility of urban dog ownership and be
considerate of others' property.

When little consideration is shown to neighbors, residents, and
business owners, they become less and less willing to accommo-
date our pets. When this happens, all of us dog lovers lose out.

Patricia Bentz is a certified dog trainer and behavioral counselor.

URINATING-ON-WALKS QUICK TIP:  Train your dog to
urinate in gutters or on nonliving vertical surfaces, such as street
posts or hydrants. Avoid trees, flower beds, building entrances
and places where kids play. After your dog urinates sufficiently,
don't allow continued urine marking during the walk.

Peeved Over Pee! Continued from page 1
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

Summer in Mario Lanza Park
By Marcel Ricciardelli, co-chair, Friends of Mario Lanza Park
Friends of Mario Lanza Park have a great summer planned#  We
hope everyone can come and enjoy warm summer evenings with
your friends and neighbors. If you want to help out let us know.
We need a few good neighbors to make this happen. Email the
QVNA office to volunteer.

Final Kids' Fest evening is June 23
Firetruck Night: A Real Firetruck# Get Sprayed by the Hose#
Wear Bathing Suits + Bring a Towel# (7 pm)

In July - Mario at the Movies!
Wednesday nights at 8 pm. Half hour of cartoons and fun flicks
for kids and then the main feature. 

7/1        African Queen
7/8        French Connection
7/15      Dead Poets Society
7/22      Grosse Point Blank
7/29      Legend of 1900

In August - head to the beach!

In September - Music in the Park on Sunday Nights at 7 pm. 
We'll email and post the details#

First ever Queen Village
Community Sidewalk Sale
Join us. It's easy. Just put your stuff to sell in front of your house
from 8 am to 2 pm, Saturday, June 27. Then email the office to let
us know you're doing it, and give us your location, e.g., 200 block
of Catharine. 

We'll put you on the master list and send out an email with all
blocks participating.
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Conservation or Historic District?
Queen Village participates in
citywide ªSense of Place' program
By Mike Hauptman
On Friday, May 15, the Preservation Alliance for Greater Phila-
delphia presented its first citywide conference on preserving and
celebrating Philadelphia's neighborhoods. Held at Temple
University Center City, the all-day event entitled A Sense of
Place: Preserving Philadelphia's Neighborhoods was attended by
community leaders seeking information about community-based
preservation programs and revitalization opportunities.

Mike Hauptman and Rick Cole, co-chairs of Queen Village's
Zoning Committee and Neighborhood Conservation District
(NCD) Committee, made a presentation that described the
process that made Queen Village Philadelphia's first Conservation
District. Their session, ªConservation Districts vs. Historic
Districts,º included staff members from the City Planning
Commission and the Historical Commission as well as Steve
Weixler, who chairs Society Hill Civic Association's Zoning and
Historic Preservation Committee. While other sessions covered
affordable housing, commercial corridors and religious proper-
ties, their session focused on the differences between the more
restrictive historic district regulations and the more locally-
generated guidelines offered by the NCD legislation.

About 130 community leaders from many of Philadelphia's
neighborhoods participated in the conference; about 25 people
attended each session. Many other neighborhoods are interested
in finding ways to preserve the physical environment that makes a
particular neighborhood attractive, and this conference provided
valuable information to help them move toward that goal.

At present, Queen Village, now in a one-yer trial period, is the
city's only neighborhood to take advantage of the NCD legisla-
tion, but that distinction may not last much longer. East Falls is
currently in the process of developing its guidelines and several
other neighborhoods are beginning to explore the process as well.

In a related event, the City Planning Commission voted to
extend Queen Village's NCD status for another two years. A bill
to accomplish this is scheduled to go through City Council before
the summer recess.

Summer QV Book Club Reading
The Book Club will read these books for the next few months.
Enjoy summer reading and join us for discussion at 7 pm at Old
Swedes' Church, Christian Street and Delaware Avenue.
Monday, July 13: Etta by Gerald Kolpan. This novel imagines
the life of Etta Place, mysterious girlfriend of the Sundance Kid.
for information, see the website GeraldKolpan.com; Kolpan has
been invited to join us at this meeting.
Monday, August 17: The House at Riverton by Kate Morton. A
young film maker talks to an aging Grace about the events sur-
rounding the presumed suicide of a famous young poet at a crum-
bling English country estate around World War I.
Monday, September 21: Thunderstruck by Erik Larson. The
story of how Marconi developed the first wireless transatlantic
communication. Wireless was used to tell the world the story as a
Scotland Yard detective tried to capture a suspected murderer.
Monday, October 12: The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin
Hamid. A young Pakistani Princeton graduate, working on Wall
Street, finds that his views of the world change after 9/11.


