Casino and waterfront
updates, taxes, Mayor's
visit to QVNA, June 24

by Jeff Rush QVNA President

CASINO UPDATE

At this moment talks appear stalled
between Foxwoods and various owners g
the Strawbridge's building at 8th and
Market Streets. Foxwoods has so far failg
to produce any plans for their casino
proposal at Strawbridge's, their expresse
most desired location, and they've refuse
to present any plans or ask the Pennsylv
nia Gaming Board for permission to movs
until they have City zoning approval.

Councilman DiCicco has declined to
consider zoning until Foxwoods produces
a signed lease. The Planning Commissio
now has sole authority over ultimate
approvals for Foxwoods but presumably
would need an acceptable plan of develo
ment as well as traffic and other studies
before granting permission to proceed.

A Foxwoods' spokesperson has made
clear that should the Strawbridge's
proposal fail for any reason, they will
immediately restart existing plans for a
casino at Delaware and Reed Streets wh
they already have zoning and a special
court 8master® to smooth the planning an
construction of the facility.

While Foxwoods in Center City remain
controversial and is opposed by some of
the civics, Queen Village and other
neighborhoods adjoining the waterfront
remain unalterably opposed to Foxwoods
at Delaware and Reed, fearing insurmou

able traffic headaches and other unfixablg

problems 24/7.

Complicating this equation is the deep
recession and credit crunch which leave
some to wonder whether any of these
proposals will actually be built anytime

soon. My guess is they will, although it's &

coin toss whether Foxwoods can get
everything straightened out before City
Council goes out of session at the end of
the month. If they don't, this unpleasant
and undefined situation could well drag o
into the late fall.

WATERFRONT NEWS

On June 3 City Council will consider
passage of an interim zoning overlay for
the 7 1/2 mile stretch of the Central
waterfront. The plan provides for a bike
and pedestrian trail and setbacks for pub

access, with an eye to reducing the barri¢

DoN'T Miss SeeciaL GUEST MAYorR MicHAEL NUTTER JUNE 24!

QVNA General Meeting
WEDNESDAY, June 24, 7:30 pm
Note location change
Settlement Music School
416 Queen Street

4Queen Village Stories:
An Evening with Marty Labb
H by Richard Wolk
1 Anevent you do not want to miss will take @ad 7 pm, Thursday, June 25 at St. Philip
h- Neri Church, 218 Queen Street. QVNA, along with $tePhilip Neri Church Historical
. Committee, is hosting An Evening of Queen Villagertes featuring Marty Labb
Marty, 80 years young, was born in what was théled¢&outhwark, and grew up in
the 900 block of South Second Street. After seruinigne navy in World War I, he
attended Temple University on the G.I. Bill, madrigis wife Ellen, and moved back to
h the block where he grew up, and he has lived teeee since.
A school teacher and a published poet, Marty hasnganny ability to regale his
audience with the history of our neighborhood frieimyouth to the present day. Marty
p-Will take you back to a different time and placehasunfolds the history of our village B
the mor!s of past generations and their work, alildand their play, and of course, the
hucksters and characters. The evening will end qutbstions from those attending.
Seating is limited, so reservations are requiregoll have teenagers, consider bring-
ing them so that they can get an idea from a masbey teller of what life was like
before TV, electronic games, IPods, and cell phonight refreshments will be served.
Call the office, 215 339-0975 or email info@qvng.to reserve your space.
ere

Peeved Over Pee! Does Your Dog Do This?
d By Patricia Bentz The fundamental problem with dog urine is
During any walk around our neighbor- that it is essentially concentrated liquid
hood it is easy to spot dogs of all nitrogen (fertilizer) applied all at once in a
shapes and sizes urinating on sidewalk particular spot.
flower beds, front door steps, private In small amounts, it can cause brown spots
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flower pots and kids' play areas. What on lawns and plants. If a dog persistently
is surprising about this is that these  urinates in a small area, the soil can become
“’dogs are on leash# Continued on page 5
Numerous discussions with non-dog . _ .
owners and dog owners in Queen With this issue, Th? Qrer goes
Village clearly indicate that thisisa 0N summer vacation. To stay
common urban problem that many connected and informed,
residents are particularly peeved about.sypscribe to QVNA'S email
A frequently asked que§t|on is whether list at www.quna.org
dog owners who let their dogs urinate . . .
in places where they shouldn't do so until our next issue in
because they just don't know any betterSeptember.
or because they just don't care. Have a sizzlin' good summer!
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics

Frequent Shopper
MARKE T&C AFE Disgounts PP
Tel 215.922.1146
Natural Foods pax215.9225150
STATE INSPECTION CERTIFIED

EMISSIONS TESTING

SUPERIOR AUTO CARE, INC.

900 S. 2ND STREET
215-271-1439
PETER CUNDO COMPLETE SERVICE

OWNER-OPERATOR ON FOREIGN AND
CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN DOMESTIC CARS

Patricia Bentz CPDT, CDBC
Certified Dog Trainer & Canine Behavior Counselor

“Going to the Dogs”
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy

* One-on-One Obedience Training at Home
* Behavioral Consultation
» Reward-Based Methods Only

(215) 551-5254
Queen Village
Gift Certificates Available

Hours by Appointment

r---------------

|

I aAmbassador®

: Your Home Cleaning Prosb ;

| Condos, Apts., Common Areas I

$HOP  Quality + Savings

| 267-505-7178 |

Insured A QV Company |

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600

www.trinityframing.com

President's column continued from page 1

effect of 195 on the waterfront. It is also designed to reduce the
need for variances and increase certainty for developers in terms of
what kind of development is permitted.

The plan has passed Planning Commission muster and will
likely be approved by Council although there is an ongoing
discussion between developers, civics and the government about
how much public access will be required.

The civics and PennPraxis favor a 100 foot setback, or 20% of
available land, and the developers are arguing that this requirement
is a @taking® without compensation, and they are opposed. The
final decision on this and other of the more contentious items will
be made by Council after hearing public testimony.

Regardless of the result of Council's deliberations this interim
zoning overlay will be replaced by a permanent plan which is
expected to be finished within two years.

TAXES: MAYOR NUTTER

TO ATTEND JUNE 24 QVNA MEETING

In the face of dwindling tax revenues the City has passed a budget
which calls for a 1% sales tax hike for five years and a postpone-
ment of pension contribution requirements which will be paid

from the last two years of the sales tax hike. This plan must be
approved by the State.

If it is approved, the City would not have to raise property or
other business taxes although Philadelphia would be at a disadvan-
tage in relation to the surrounding counties and South Jersey and
Delaware where the sales tax would be at least 2 points lower.
Still, many believe this alternative is plainly and simply the least
onerous among a mess of toxic options.

If this plan is not approved by the State, the Mayor and City
Council will either have to hike the property and other taxes or be
forced to make 2draconian® cuts in basic city services including
Police, Fire, Streets and other city operations. On top of all this,
soon to commence contract talks between the City and its unions
are likely to be bitter and could easily degenerate into strikes and
service interruptions.

If all this weren't bad enough, the Board of Revision of Taxes
(BRT) has released the long awaited results of its plan to realign
assessments to 100% of value. In theory this would make taxes
more 2fair but many experts who have looked at the results are
greatly concerned these values are based on sales taken at the top
of the market rather than actual, current home prices, battered by
the real estate slump.

To make matters worse, recently thquirer ran a series of
articles exposing deep and long standing problems with the BRT,
accusing the Board of cronyism, incompetence and alleged
corruption. The series concluded that this board is currently
incapable of doing its job in a fair and impartial way.

Because any move to reassess housing values would result in
most center city neighborhoods getting thoroughly whacked,
members of the Queen Village Tax Committee and | have been
meeting with the leadership of other area civics in preparation for
a visit byMayor Nutter at a Special Meeting sponsored by
QVNA on June 24.

WE URGE ALL AREA RESIDENTS
TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING!
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Open House Tour great success;
Check out Greenworks Philadelphia

A 30-year tradition of celebrating the beautifutjque, and
unusual houses in Queen Village continued this jgiast into its
31st season. Both a fundraiser and a special corntyreuent, the
Open House Tour happens for one simple reason: twnee's
graciously open their homes. Our thanks to Suz&eélin,
Sheila Reynolds and Alan Hunter, Walt Lowthian antta
Sheffield, Andy Morgan, Ashley Redfearn and Rol&swick,
Carol Purfield and Juliet Whelan.

This year we had our usual fascinating varietyBoanfer
commercial building completely gutted and transfedimto a
post-modern sleek airy interior; a Trinity contaigi®everything a
family of three (plus turtle and cats) needs, neiattked into 750
square feet;° a meticulously renovated early 1@titary home
brought out of a 21974 motel bare-bones® interabeautifully
renovated former convent; an 18th century doublernial with
winding staircases and passages galore; a latecgéfthry home
with dramatic arched windows extending to the tfiodr and
unique furnishings; and a charming inner gardentygatd
completely hidden from the street.

My thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers: Hil&argano,
Bill Gargano, Ruthie Kroah, and Carol Purfield. Tguers this
year came from the surrounding counties, New JeBeklaware,
and even California, as well as from right her®ireen Village.

It's never too early to think about putting youruse on the
2010 Open House Tour. Start those projects on tndp list
now#

GREENWORKS PHILADELPHIA

aThe Greenest City in America.° That is Mayor Mighdutter's
goal. @We must dream big and we must dream smidayor
Nutter has set lofty but attainable goals for Rielahia in a plan
called Greenworks Philadelphia.

You can learn about it at 2http://www.phila.gov/gneg
greenworks/index.html® where you can explore ways/hich
you can participate.

Greenworks lays out 15 future goals and targetsyTiclude
reducing energy consumption, diverting 70% of salabkte
materials from landfills, and providing park andneation
resources within 10 minutes of 75% of all residents
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