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January is busy month for projects on seven-mile waterfront
Race Street Pier, link to bike path move forward
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President's Message:
Tax uncertainty
continues
By Jeff Rush, QVNA President
On behalf of the QVNA Board and
Director, our best wishes for a healthy,
happy and prosperous New Year.

REAL ESTATE TAXES
Although Mayor Nutter and City Council
have started a process to reform the BRT
many city residents have been receiving
new assessments especially in First
District Neighborhoods in center city and
are still complaining about inaccuracies.
Following is an except from a letter I
wrote to Mayor Nutter in response to these
complaints:

ªIn mid October, the following
resolution was endorsed by representa-
tives from eight 1st District neighbor-
hoods:
`On behalf of the residents of the
communities of Whitman, Pennsport,
East Passyunk Crossing, Queen
Village, Bella Vista, Washington Square
West, River's Edge and Old City, the
respective Boards of these associations
call on City Officials to rescind all
planned and actual tax increases for
2010 and immediately enact a morato-
rium on new real estate tax assess-
ments by the BRT (or its successor)
unless or until the process for deter-
mining market values has been made
demonstratively fair, accurate and
removed from political contamination.'

ªThere is no protection from well-
documented, arbitrary and inaccurate
assessments, some reported to be 200%
or more in place for homeowners at
this time. We would hope that the many
thousands of middle class taxpayers
would garner at least as much concern
from our elected leaders as do the 70
BRT patronage workers at risk under
this restructuring.

ªWe strongly urge you and all

Out with the old; In with the new; Begin 2010 at th e

QVNA General Meeting
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St. Philip Neri
218 Queen Street

THE ª311º S YSTEM: H OW IT WORKS, W HEN TO USE IT
NEXT GREAT CITY: S UCCESSES TO DATE ; FURTHER GOALS

By Mike Hauptman, QVNA and
DRWC Board member
The Delaware River Waterfront Cor-
poration (DRWC) is approaching the
end of its first year as a newly config-
ured organization. It has been a very
busy time for the Planning Committee,
which has moved forward on several
projects that will have an enormous
impact on the seven mile long stretch
of waterfront between Oregon to
Allegheny Avenues.

Race Street Pier:
Green space with a view
Pier 11, newly named the Race Street
Pier in an effort to connect the piers
back to the city's street grid, is cur-
rently nearing the end of schematic
design phase. The New York design
firm of Field Operations, known for its
wildly popular High Line project in
Manhattan, is transforming the one-
acre derelict pier into an exciting

public space with spectacular views of the
Ben Franklin Bridge. The design process has
included a public forum where three design
options were presented, dubbed the Deck, the
Beach and the Slice. The Planning Committee
collected comments from the public which
were reviewed by the designers and, the
decision was made to move forward with the
Slice, a dynamic design that provides grassy
areas, a cantilevered terrace close to the water
and a dramatic, high lookout point at the end
of the pier (see rendering below). The pro-
gram also includes a plan to improve the
connection under I-95 along Race Street from
Old City to the river with graphics, lighting
and planting. Construction is scheduled to
begin this summer. For complete renderings,
check www.delawareriverwaterfrontcorp.com

The Master Plan: Public events planned
After receiving 23 proposals from national
and international planning firms, the DRWC
board, following the recommendation of the

Rendering " copyright Delaware River Waterfront Cor poration

Continued on page 6
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President's Message           continued from page 1
members of City Council to seriously consider this just and
correct request for a moratorium on new taxes so as not to
permanently damage the city's middle class which could
seriously undermine the otherwise bright prospects for the
city's future.º

I received this response from Richard Negrin who has been
appointed by the Mayor to deal with BRT issues. Newspaper
reports on Mr. Negrin's experience and background have been
extremely positive:

Dear Mr. Rush,
Thank you for your interest in making sure we have an equitable
and transparent property assessment system in Philadelphia. I
am committed to making sure Philadelphia has a fair, accurate
and transparent system. My personal internal review and
analysis has just begun and will take some time to complete as I
perform my due diligence. I ask for your patience as we work to
correct any issues at the BRT.

Regarding your specific request for a moratorium,
declaring such a moratorium is an important decision, which I
will not recommend lightly and without my own independent
review. I am exploring that, as well as a number of other
options, as we take this agency forward. I will know more in the
near future.  I assure you, all options will be carefully consid-
ered in the next few months and your input is appreciated.

Thank you for your interest and your request,
Richard Negrin, Esq.
Executive Director

We will continue to  work with other 1st District civics and the
city to devise a fair and effective strategy to reform the real estate
taxation process. We urge any resident who receives a new bill
from the BRT to ask for a hearing. Councilman DiCicco's office
and staff are available to assist as is QVNA.

We will report any new developments in this column and by
email to Queen Village residents.

CASINOS
Work on the Sugarhouse Casino at Shackamaxon and Columbus
Blvd continues, and it is expected to open some time later this
year. Passage of the bill to enable table games is stalled in the
legislature and Foxwoods remains well behind on its reporting
responsibilities to the Gaming Commission. The law enforcement
arm of the PGCB has recommended action against Foxwoods for
missing dates for key reports but it is not expected to result in the
forfeiture of their license.

Join us at the General Membership meeting on January 21 to
learn how the ª311º system works and hear progress reports on
The Next Great City program.

Red oaks can't be saved
After trying all known methods to save two large red oaks on I-95
land along Front Street at Pemberton and at Kenilworth Streets,
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society's site managers have
decided the trees must be removed. The oaks have Bacterial Leaf
Scorch and are now showing signs of severe decline. They will
be removed this winter and replaced in the spring with a new
species. Bacterial Leaf Scorch is affecting a number of tree
species throughout the country.
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QVNA Community Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Keeping in touch in the 21st century
With our monthly newsletter, the Crier, published in hard copy
form, QVNA still has its feet firmly planted in an age-old and
venerable medium. The newsletter does, however, have a lag of a
week or so between the time it is sent off to the printer until it
gets distributed by volunteers.*  With the QVNA web site and
email communications list, the Board can post information and
send out notices, reminders and last-minute updates on important
issues. We encourage you not only to read the newsletter, but also
to explore the QVNA web site (www.qvna.org), and subscribe to
the email list. On the web site, you can read the minutes of the
QVNA Board meetings, read not only the latest Crier, but also
back issues, find out about various committee activities, and
peruse stories on Queen Village history.

By subscribing to the QV email list on the home page of the
site, you'll get notices about QVNA meetings and other events in
the immediate area that might be of interest. I can reassure you
that in subscribing to the QV email list, you will not be bom-
barded with emails; they rarely average more than one a week.

* The Crier is distributed to most households in Queen Village
through a system of volunteers on each block. If you are not
receiving the newsletter, it might be because your block is one of
the few that does not have a volunteer, or your house or condo-
minium is inaccessible. Email or call the office to find out.

Check out history or add your own
A public bath house on the 400 block of Gaskill Street? A board-
ing house on the 500 block of Catharine Street whose proprietress
was also a matchmaker? These stories and more await you at the
new interactive history web site. Put www.PhilaPlace.org on your
New Years' To Do List, or bookmark it.

At a free introductory workshop at 6 pm, January 27,
PhilaPlace project director Joan Saverino will demonstrate how to
add your own stories to the site. Register at 215-732-6200 ext.
214; or at philaplaceworkshop.eventbrite.com

The PhilaPlace web site highlights two neighborhoodsÐOld
Southwark and Northern Liberties. Unique in that it captures not
only traditional historical facts, but individuals' stories and recol-
lections about buildings and places, the web site uses the latest
digital technology and a multimedia format. It includes interac-
tive maps, text, photographs, and audio and video clips. You can
search topics such as Food and Foodways, Immigration and
Migration, and Verbal and Artistic Expression. At this date, more
than 150 neighborhood stories, told through text, audio, and
video, are accessible at the site.

PhilaPlace was created by the Historical Society of Pennsylva-
nia (HSP) in partnership with the City of Philadelphia Depart-
ment of Records, the University of Pennsylvania School of De-
sign, and several other institutions and community organizations.
Find a calendar of PhilaPlace events at www.hsp.org.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN, E XECUTIVE  DIRECTOR
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

Even in winter, newly-restored
Second Street fountain stands out
A joint restoration project in which the Queen Villlage
Neighbors Association
participated, the new
Second Street fountain at
Lombard and Headhouse
Square was officially
unveiled in late December
2009. It's the first project
in a multi-phase Second
Street improvement plan.
The project was funded
by the City of Philadel-
phia, managed by the
Center City District
(CCD), redesigned by
Cope Linder Architects
and reconstructed by
Seravalli, Inc.

First constructed 33
years ago, the fountain has been updated with a new child-friendly,
rubberized basin surface, programmable water jets, colorful LED
lighting, and improved seating, paving and landscaping.

Upcoming project phases, which have been designed, but not
yet funded, include a new expanded landscape median and a cafe
pavilion.

Funding for the 2nd Street improvement project was secured
by Councilman DiCicco and arranged through the Philadelphia

Industrial Development
Corporation and the City of
Philadelphia Commerce
Department's $150 million
Cultural and Commercial
Corridor Bond Program. The
Center City District oversaw
the design and construction
of the project on behalf of
the South Street Headhouse
District, after receiving
support from the Queen
Village Neighbors Associa-
tion and the Society Hill
Civic Association.

New plantings at the fountain
site peek out of the snow to
make a wintry design statement.
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Help welcome
new neighbors
Do you have a new neighbor? Let the
Welcoming Committee know. The
committee prepares welcome baskets
filled with useful information, bro-
chures, and gift certificates from
neighborhod merchants. Email the
office or committee chair Charles
Schmitt at schmittcr@comcast.net

At left: Old Swedes Housing Project, 1939. View from the water-
front of the rooftops of South Philadelphia, with the shot tower
near the foreground.
                       Photo courtesy, Historical Society of Pennsylvania

Shot Tower 70 years later, still shouting from the rooftops, now in t-shirts

Get your cool, hip Shot Tower t-shirts
The Friends of Shot Tower, some of whom are pictured above,
are now selling a cool, hip Shot Tower t-shirt in sizes from XS
to XL for the very affordable price of $10. (We can order other
sizes as well.) The shirts have the new Shot Tower emblem over
the left chest and a sketch of the neighborhood on the back.
Pictures of the t-shirt can be seen on the Shot Tower pages
within the QVNA website as well as at their Google site. Email
Scott Abramson at sha66@comcast.net with inquiries.
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

Community pride collects three
boxes of toys for tots
By Pat Bigley
Some people were intrigued by the crowd of people at the point
of Moyamensing Avenue. Others were mesmerized by the dulcet
tones of the Nazareth Baptist Church Choir and still others just
couldn't resist the Marines in their dress blues. Regardless of the
draw, Queen Village neighbors and friends came out for the
second annual Phestivus Celebration on December 12 at Triangle
Park (Second/Moyamensing and Christian).

Friends of Triangle Park organized the event again this year as
a way to bring neighbors together in holiday cheer and to collect
toys for the Marine Corps' Toys for Tots Program. The evening
was a success on both counts! Lots of neighbors and their friends
brought toys, sang along with the beautiful voices of the Nazareth
Baptist Church Choir, sipped delicious hot chocolate and coffee
donated by our neighbor Philadelphia Java and munched on
cookies and sweets baked by Triangle Park Friends members
Craig Thomas and Julie Green.

We are proud of our community: three large boxes of toys were
donated in less than an hour! Thank you to all of the supporters of
Triangle Park and the Phestivus Celebration! Missed us this year?
Kids will need toys next year, too. We know you'll be there!

Riverfront development            Continued from page 1

Planning Committee, selected Cooper, Robertson & Partners to
lead the Master Planning effort to transform the Delaware River
waterfront into a vibrant urban asset. The firm is best known for
its successful plan that created New York's Battery Park City. The
team includes two Philadelphia firms: Kieran Timberlake as the
architectural consultant and the Olin Partnership as the landscape
component. The project will get underway this month. Many
public events are scheduled as part of the planning process.

Pier 53: Link to bike trail
An abandoned pier and its headlands located behind the Coast
Guard headquarters building at the end of Washington Avenue
will be converted to a public green space. This fast-track interim
project will be a link in the bike trail that is now being completed
along the river. A request for a proposal from design/build con-
tractors were published; bids were due January 8. The project will
be completed by this summer.
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QVNA Book Club begins new year
The Queen Village Book Club meets at 7 pm on selected
Mondays at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes) Church. Following is a list
of books we plan to read.

Monday, 7 pm, February 8, 2010
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls
This memoir by Jeanette Walls tells of
her upbringing by an eccentric artist
mother and an alcoholic father.
Somehow, these parents made the
hardships the children endured feel like
an adventure.

Monday, 7 pm, March 8, 2010
Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanada Adichie
Adichie tells the story of the three year civil war in Biafra
through the eyes and lives of a 13 year old peasant
houseboy and the wealthy twin sisters Olanna and
Kainene. This book of historical fiction shows the impact
of war on peasants and intellectuals alike.

Monday, 7 pm, April 12, 2010
The 19th Wife by David Ebershoff
This is a parallel story of polygamy. One thread gives
historical detail about Brigham Young's expulsion of one
of his wives from the Mormon Church. The other is a
modern-day murder mystery set in a polygamous
compound in Utah.

  




