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HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR THE
NEIGHBORHOOD
Doing our part for

GreenPlan Philadelphia
Volunteers all over
Queen Village are
planting trees, raking
leaves for compost,
recycling hazardous
waste. See pages 4 & 5.

LEAF PICKUP, SEE PAGE 5

The Transportation Committee of
QVNA was formed four years ago ªto
protect and advance the quality of life

Report from the Transportation Committee
Changes to help reduce traffic problems
on Christian Street
By Richard Wolk , Chair, Transportation Committee

QVNA's Christmas Party

6:30 - 9:30 pm, Wednesday, December 16
OLD SWEDE'S CHURCH HALL

Christian and Water Streets (Parking available)

Meet New Neighbors¥ Greet Old Friends

Bring a side dish or a dessert to share
WeÕll provide beverages (beer, wine, soda) & hoagies

Continued on page  6

by addressing transportation related issues
within and around Queen Village.º We
promote safer streets for pedestrians, bicy-
clists, and drivers with the utmost attention to
children and the elderly.

With the tremendous increase of residential
properties in the last several years, traffic
along the Christian St. corridor has become a
problem for pedestrians and home owners
fearful for their safety and property.

At the request of concerned neighbors and
after many months of meetings attended by
QVNA Board members, its Transportation
Committee, and area residents, the Streets
Department and law enforcement officials
have initiated the following changes:

1) Changing the sign on Columbus Boule-
vard before Christian Street that seems to
direct you to turn right on Christian Street
to get to Washington Avenue. This will help
reduce the volume of traffic on Christian
Street.
2) Posting signs that say ªSpeed Limit 25
MPH, Children at Playº along Christian
Street from Broad Street to Columbus
Boulevard, with stepped up enforcement by
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President's Message:
Thanks for voting;
latest on BRT, Casino,
and Waterfront
Developments
By Jeff Rush, President, QVNA
First, I'd like to take a moment to thank
all those who cast their ballot at our
meeting last month and to welcome
Honey Pertnoy and Bill Stewart, both first
timers, to the QVNA Board. Honey is a
resident and President of the Court at Old
Swede's and Bill is an attorney living at
Gaskill and South Streets. Both will no
doubt make fine additions to the board.

CASINO UPDATE
Several months ago the PA Gaming
Control Commission told Foxwoods that
if it wanted to keep its license it would
have to forget changing locations to east
Market Street and build its facility at the
originally-approved location at Delaware
and Reed Streets, despite the fact that the
rationale for the widespread, persistent
criticism of the choice for this siting had
changed not one iota. On November 30,
Foxwoods petitioned the PGCB for a
three-month extension on its March 1,
2010 deadline for submitting its financing
plans as well as its plan of development.

They are likely to get it. Foxwoods says
it has a serious lender lined up and is
simply waiting for a resolution to the table
games amendment to finalize the details.
What this all means is that the odds  of
Foxwood's on the river are increasing.
Still, this is not a sure thing. Presumably,
Sugarhouse continues to swim merrily
along, busy with construction, at
Shackamaxon and Delaware.

REAL ESTATE TAX UPDATE
Citing the need for public disclosure, a
hearing at City Hall was held for the BRT
which is still reeling from months of bad
press and years of poor performance. The
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Insured                                              A  QV Company
267-505-7178

$ HOP �  Quality + Savings

ªAmbassadorº
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Condos · TH · Apt. Complexes
Indoor/Outdoor cleaning & care

BRT blamed Council and the Mayor for its current problems
and reiterated its position that it has really done a great job!
There were plenty of detractors to this assertion, including
Councilman DiCicco who asked ªWhy is it Council's fault? We
aren't responsible for your work?!º The City's Finance Depart-
ment is on track to assume the BRT's duties.

Many 1st District Civics, including QVNA, citing current
BRT difficulties, have been asking for a moratorium on
assessments and it appears that's exactly what's occurred. How
long this will last is unknown, but the City is stuck in a
stalemate with non-uniform union negotiations and likely to
stay in that mode at least through the holidays.

WATERFRONT UPDATE
On November 24, the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation
(DRWC) announced that the team has been selected to develop
the Master Plan for the Central Delaware Waterfront. The
leaders of the team are Alex Cooper of Cooper Robertson &
Partners, Lucinda Sanders of OLIN, James Timberlake of
KieranTimberlake, and John Alschuler, Jr. of HR&A Associ-
ates. On November 25, the DRWC Board of Directors autho-
rized DRWC staff to negotiate and develop a $1 million
contract for the Master Plan. The funding for this contract is
provided by a grant from the William Penn Foundation.

ªThe Delaware River Waterfront Corporation's selection of a
Master Plan Team is another big step forward in transforming
the Central Delaware into a world class waterfront,º said
Mayor Michael A. Nutter. ªDevelopment of our waterfront is a
priority for the entire city and I am particularly excited that
citizens have had an unprecedented opportunity to play a role
in this major project for the future of Philadelphia.º

This should be regarded as a long term process which will
take many years Ð decades in fact Ð but it has begun, and we
likely will see some short term results in the form of bike trails
and specific pier development, designed to help reconnect the
riverfront to the neighborhoods.

Councilman DiCicco and his staff have continued to advance
the PennPraxis vision by helping to formulate and then pass
interim zoning for the Central Waterfront, and Mayor Nutter
has made developing our waterfront assets an Administration
priority. The selection of a ªMaster Plannerº for this 7 1/2 mile
stretch brings us a step closer to a waterfront we have dreamed
of for what seems like forever.
ON BEHALF OF THE QVNA BOARD AND DIRECTOR,

I'D LIKE TO WISH ALL THE VERY BEST THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON. WE LOOK FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU AT OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY ON

DECEMBER 16 AT OLD SWEDE'S CHURCH.

Check your carbon offset
As part of Philadelphia's effort to become the #1 green city in the
U.S., the Mayor's office has instituted ªErase Your Trace,º an
online tool to help residents calculate their annual carbon dioxide
emissions and help offset them through local tree planting efforts.
The average Philadelphian produces an annual 10.2 tons of carbon
dioxide. Find out more at www.eraseyourtrace.org  It's flexible and
fun. To learn about Philadelphia's sustainability goals explore
www.greenworksphila.org

President's Message           continued from page 1
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QVNA Community Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

A big salute to Leo Kivell
Leo Kivell, an 8th grader at St. Peter's School, has been awarded
the ªYouth in Philanthropy Awardº by the Philadelphia Chapter of
the Association of Fundraising Professionals. Nominated by the St.
Peter's Church Food Cupboard, Leo has been a lead fundraiser for
the charity in the annual
Walk Against Hunger
for three years. St.
Peter's School has long
supported the Food
Cupboard, and the 4th
and 7th grades lend their
help weekly throughout
the school year.

Along with his work for the Food Cupboard, he has participated
in many activities at the School, lending his hand to Open Houses,
the Plant Sale, the Holiday Breakfast, and the Camp Fair. He
encourages his peers to get involved and leads by example. Leo
spent his spring vacation in New Orleans, helping the effort to
rebuild New Orleans after Katrina. Leo is the son of Jacquie Lewis
and Sheldon Kivell, both long-time Queen Village residents.

To contribute to St. Peter's food cupboard, go to
www.stpetersphila.org under ªOutreach and Social Justice.º

Tis the season to be greener
By Carla Puppin, Executive Director
Saturday, November 21, couldn't
have been a more perfect day for
planting trees Ð not too cold and
lots of sunshine. QV Tree Tenders
led a great group of 17 volunteers
in planting 22 bare-root trees, the
bulk of them on South Fourth
Street between Queen and
Christian Streets.

From digging out the tree pits
(often full of old bricks, cobble-
stones and other surprises), to
filling and carting wheelbarrows
of dirt and mulch up and down
the block, to planting the trees
(the easiest part), to sweeping
and staking, your fellow residents
helped to transform what had
been a block almost devoid of
trees. The trees might not look like much right now, but come
spring, the flowering crabapples, maple varieties, amelanchiors
and many others will leaf out and bloom, providing beauty, shade,
and carbon filters for us all.

The trees were provided free through the state-sponsored
TreeVitalize program (www.treevitalize.org). If you are interested
in getting involved with QV Tree Tenders, contact the office.

For more tree pictures, go to page 5.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

GIFTS TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Residents haul
away two
truckloads of
hazardous
waste
By Ed Bell, Chair, Clean
Streets Committee
Our first ever Hazardous
Waste Recycle Drop-Off in
Queen Village got off to a strong start on November 7. In two
hours approximately 30 households dropped off materials to a
designated pickup area at Weccacoe Playground, and in that short
time we filled two pickup trucks.

Items included electronics, solvents, pesticides and many,
many cans of household paint. This trial run was held to test the
interest in Ð and need for Ð a coordinated hazardous waste
collection drop-off site in the neighborhood. So many of us have
just a few such items that we end up storing them (or guiltily
throwing them into the trash). The Committee worked with the
City and the Streets Department  to allow materials transported in
trucks. The Streets Department was
initially unwilling to allow truck drop-
offs due to concerns of abuse by
commercial haulers. But a series of
conversations appear to have removed
the obstacle.

Our thanks to Jeff Rush, and Matt
and Brooke at Building Blox. If you
would like this
effort to continue,
call or email the
QVNA office.
Future drives will
be scheduled to
coincide with the
City's announced
quarterly Hazard-
ous Waste Drop
Off days.

A note on
paint: Many
residents brought cans of acrylic or latex paints. Unlike oil based
paints, acrylic and latex paints are not considered hazardous. The
best way to dispose of these types of paint is to spread leftover
paint on shredded newspaper, allowing it to dry. The newspaper
can then be disposed of in the garbage, and the empty container
can be put out for recycling. If you have full cans of paint,
consider donating them at www.phillyfreecycle.org or check out
the Clean Air Council's web site: www.useitagainpa.org
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GIFTS TO THE

NEIGHBORHOOD

At Weccacoe
Playground,

volunteers raked up
45 bags of leaves for

the Recreation
Department to take to

Fairmount Park to
make compost.

GIFTS TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD

TREES · TREES · TREES · TREES · TREES
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

PhilaPLace.org has gone live!
Old Southwark and Northern
Liberties are the first two neigh-
borhoods to be highlighted on an
interactive web site created by
the Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania, in partnership with
many other institutions. It has
been a two-year process, and
many Queen Village residents have already contributed stories and
memories. Learn the history of buildings and sites, view interactive
maps, and even create your own tour. See how neighborhoods have
changed over time, and you can add a memory of your own. Check
it out at www.PhilaPlace.org

Christian Street changes Continued from page  1

3rd District Police. This is intended to help reduce the speed of
traffic on Christian Street.
 3) An eight-month trial to evaluate a change from traffic lights
to all-way stop signs at the intersection of Christian Street, 2nd
Street, and Moyamensing Avenue. Both Law and Traffic
Department officials assert that a transition from traffic lights
to stop signs will more safely move both traffic and pedestrians
through the intersection without changing any broader traffic
patterns. Removing traffic lights reduces the inclination of
drivers to speed up ªto get through the light.º
This trial is being done in three slow steps: 1) Lights have been

switched to flashing red on all four corners; 2) Stop signs will be
installed on all four corners and the lights turned off; and 3) if the
positive results expected actually accrue, the traffic lights will be
removed. This trial can be terminated at any time if Police,
Streets Department, or Queen Village residents feel it is not
improving safety in the corridor.

At any time that you feel there is a traffic problem in your area
or wish to comment on the effects of the trial in progress, please
do not hesitate to contact me through the QVNA office. I have
already received information on a few areas of concern on which
we will be meeting soon.

November Board Election Results
At the November general meeting, the following officers were
elected for two year terms to the QVNA Board: Jeff Rush,
President; Richard Wolk, Executive Vice-President; Ed Bell,
Vice-President; Bill Landy, Treasurer; Kathy Dilonardo, Record-
ing Secretary. Directors elected were: Don Ackerman, Walt
Lowthian, Honey Pertnoy, Bill Stewart, and Ted Warren.

Congratulations to all and thank you to the 80 residents who
came out to vote.

Call here to tackle graffiti
The Anti-Graffiti Network lists the following to report
graffiti. When you call, please be specific with regard to the
location of the graffiti, the kind and color of surface.

Homes and Businesses 215 686-0000
Street Signs and Traffic Signals 216 686-5560
Parking Meters 215 683-9612
Newsstands 215 557-7611
U.S. Mailboxes 215 895-8610
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Triangle Park's Phestivus
collects toys for tots
The Friends of Triangle Park (intersection of Christian, Second
and Moyamensing Avenue) invite residents to celebrate the
holidays at its Phestivus Celebration at 6 pm, December 12.

In the spirit of the holidays, Phestivus brings together friends,
family and neighbors to donate toys to underprivileged children
through the Marine's Toys for Tots Foundation.

Last year's event, which collected over 100 toys for children
in need ªmade you realize that the true spirit of holiday giving
is alive and well,º says Kate Donegan, a member of the Friends.

The event includes caroling by local choirs, homemade baked
treats and hot chocolate, and a Marine representative of the Toys
for Tots program will be on hand to accept donations of new,
unwrapped toys. For further information on the program, visit
www.toysfortots.org
   For information on volunteering or donating to Triangle Park,
contact John Weir at 267-250-0751.

Here's the poop on pigeons
In one of his classic tongue-in-cheek songs, Tom Lehrer pointed
out that ªIt's not against any religion, to want to dispose of a
pigeon.º

Though most city dwellers won't argue the virtues of pigeons,
few of us would want to spend our Sunday afternoons ªPoison-
ing Pigeons the Park,º as Lehrer's song title suggests.

But a local resident who is bothered by the birds wants us to
remind you that it IS against the law to feed them!

  




