
Green Village:
Bike Racks Arrive
By James Markham
Over two years ago, our own Cyndi Line
spearheaded QVNAÕs partnership with the
Philadelphia Department of Streets to
install over 50 bike racks throughout Queen
Village. Cyndi led a few other volunteers
who canvassed Queen Village and figured
out where bike racks should and could be
placed. This group also solicited ownersÕ
support where required. During the weeks
around Thanksgiving they were finally
installed near Weccacoe Playground, Mario
Lanza Park, Beck Park, the QV parking lot,
on Fourth Street, and at many other
locations in the neighborhood.

Three things to note: 1) QVNA has
accepted responsibility for the maintenance
of these racks, so please keep an eye out for
them. 2) ÒGreenÓ and ÒSustainabilityÓ
gained in popularity this past summer as gas
prices escalated, but your neighbors have
been focused on these issues for quite some
time. Please consider your alternatives
when planning a trip. 3) Biking just got
easier in Queen Village.

These initiatives donÕt just happen. Many
great things happen in this neighborhood
because individuals volunteer and make
them happen. Planning for these bike racks
took forethought and plain old hard work on
the part ofCYNDI LINE . We are all
grateful for her efforts, so if you see her,
donÕt hesitate to tell her so! Thanks, Cyndi.

Vakharia and Wolk elected
At the November General Meeting, Neville
Vakharia and Richard Wolk were elected to
second two-year terms as QVNA Board
members. Cindy Farlino, new principal of
Meredith Elementary School, spoke. Her
commitment to, and enthusiasm about, her
new school are evident, and QVNA looks
forward to continued support of Meredith.

Book group forming
A newly-formed book group will meet at
6:30 pm, January 19, Gloria Dei (Old
SwedesÕ) Church. We will read and discuss
Benazir Bhutto, Daughter of Destiny, the
Prime Minister of PakistanÕs autobiography,
andThree Cups of Teaby Greg Mortenson,
who built 55 schools in Pakistan. Both are
available in paperback or at the public
library. Come help decide what to read next.
For info: marilynj13@gmail.com
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Come Celebrate Another Queen Village Year
Wednesday, December 17, 6:30 - 9:30 pm

Gloria Dei (Old SwedeÕs) Church Hall
Christian and Water Streets (parking available)

Meet new neighbors. Greet old friends.
Enjoy a beautiful historic setting.

Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
WeÕll provide beverages (beer, wine, sodas) and hoagies
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THE CRIER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

As part of Mayor NutterÕs budget cuts,
the mechanical street cleaning pro-
gram in Queen Village will end as of
January 1, 2009. Our understanding
is that the signs related to street clean-
ing will be taken down in January.

MARTA CAHILL , 100 block of Kenilworth Street, not only has the cleanest sidewalk
on the block, but will sweep up the neighborsÕ sidewalk areas, water their plants, and she
delivers the Queen VillageCrier.

LILLIAN & RICHARD DROZDOWSKI (in photo at right),
200 block of Montrose Street are the blockÕs king and queen,
keeping tabs on everything from trash pick up to ailing neigh-
bors.

  BARBARA AND MICHEL HUBER , 300 block of Pemberton
Street, sweep, plant, organize and Òlook outÓ for all on the
families on the block.

LARKIN CONNOLLY , 600 block of South American, is a
diligent and caring neighbor, always keeping the street tidy and
organizing clean-ups.

NAOMI MENDELSOHN , 900 block South 2nd Street, initiated and organized Queen
Village Town Watch, and is Òthe driving force keeping it going.Ó

Several folks from the 300 block of Queen Street namedMARILYN JOHNSON as Òthe
person who always sweeps the sidewalks, posts reminder signs on Street Cleaning Days,
keeps an eye out, and passes on emails with important community information.Ó
¥ ÒShe helps out her neighbors when thereÕs a problem,Ó and she also delivers theCrier.

The Stars are out
all over Queen Village!
We went looking for the people who make Queen Village the wonderful place to live that
it is, the stars in our neighborhood. You named more than 50 ofthem, and they are
scattered throughout this issue of the Crier.

Crier
Queen Village
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TOMMY GREGG , 500 block of Christian St, has
worked hard throughout many years to keep neigh-
bors widely informed about block activities, signifi-
cantly advancing neighborly cohesion. He is also a
Department of Recreation summer maintenance
attendant who helps keep Mario Lanza Park and
Weccacoe Playground looking good all summer.

BILLY HUNDZYNSKI , 100 block of Alter Street, sweeps in
front of the St. Philip Neri Parish properties and even sweeps the
gutters in the streets across from Mario Lanza Park. His friendly
demeanor brings a smile to the faces of those he meets.

A shout out toDAVE who shuns recognition, but who keeps
the west end of the 200 block of Catharine Street swept
and watchedover.

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street ¥ Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 ¥ Fax: 215-922-7774

ÒAmbassadorÓ

Your Home Cleaning ProsÑ
Condos, Apts., Common Areas

267-505-7178

Insured                                              A QV Company

Some updates to end 2008
I hope you had a satisfying and celebratory Thanksgiving. Mywife
Kathy and I spent the holiday with family and friends, some coming
from great distances. At a time when concerns about the economy
weigh heavily on all our minds the dinner and company went a long
way to sending these concerns to the back burner.

CASINO UPDATE
The City is moving ahead with its due diligence regarding the
proposal to re-site FoxwoodÕs Casino to the Gallery on East Market
Street. The City has, to date, enabled a potential move by passing a
new zoning ordinance which could allow a casino to be sited there,
and has issued an RFP (Request for Proposal) for architects and
other professionals to help devise a plan for the entire areasurround-
ing the Gallery. The re-siting of Foxwoods to the Chinatown area
remains controversial. In response, the City has promised to do a
thorough and objective analysis of the problems related to this
proposal as well as mitigation plans and community benefits. We
await FoxwoodÕs plans which will go a long way in helping all of us
to understand this proposal. It will likely be next summer before this
issue is finally resolved.

SECURITY UPDATE
A question arose as to the proper response to having an UN-
MARKED (police) car pull up behind your car with lights on, that
is, whether to pull over or proceed to a gas station or other well-lit
stop. IÕve heard many opinions about what to do, so I posed the
question to Captain McDowell and he was kind enough have his
staff send me the following statement:

ÒI totally agree with turning your hazard lights on and pulling
into a nearby gas station if you are stopped by an unmarked police car.

ÒIn Philadelphia, plainclothes officers working in an unmarked
vehicle will usually call for a marked vehicle to stop a vehicle unless
there are exigent circumstances. Also, I think if you becomeleery of
the vehicle attempting to stop you, it would be a wise decision to
call 911 and inform the dispatcher of the situation. The use of *77, I
believe, only pertains to State Police on the highway, but again call
911 for assistance.Ó Signed by P/O Joseph Press #9512 (for) Captain
Joseph T. McDowell #43 Commanding Officer 3rd District.

On behalf on the QVNA board and staff, best wishes this
holiday season. Hope to see you at our upcoming Christmas Party at
6:30 pm, Wednesday, December 17, at Old SwedeÕs Church!

FROM JEFF RUSH
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
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CarlaÕs Selection of Stars
MARTY LABB , 900 block of Front Street, who has opened up
St. Philip Neri for the QVNA general meetings month after
month, year after year, with unmatched wit and graciousness. His
wife, ELLEN LABB , who sometimes substitutes for Marty.

My volunteers who come every month to count, sort, and deliver
theCrier bundles to the block volunteers:MARILYN
ASHBROOK, PAULINE CANDAUX, DELANEY, and
MARCY HASBROUCK , plus the 60+ volunteers who deliver
theCrier on their own blocks.

DAN GIBBON andBARBARA SEIPLE , who for two years
have led the Tree Tenders TreeVitalize tree plantings in QV.

STEVE SITARSKI , former Queen Village resident and Chief of
Interpretation at Independence National Historic Park, continues
to volunteer and to share his prodigious knowledge on his historic
walking tours of Queen Village.

DAVE AUSPITZ , who donates a platter of his very Famous
cookies for the annual Open House Tour and other QVNA events.

The QVNA Board also notes with great sadness the recent
passing of two active volunteers:BROM PALAMOUNTAIN ,
long-time resident of Old SwedeÕs Court and recently of the 400
block of Catharine Street, who was active on the Transportation
Committee; andJACQUI BROWN-MOORE , 500 block of
Christian Street, an active member of the Parking Committeeand
a familiar face at the Mario Lanza Park dog area.

JIM MARKHAM finishes up his term as a QVNA Board
member at the end of this month. We extend to him our thanks for
heading the Transportation Committee for the last three years.
Jim, a civil engineer, had the foresight to suggest a name change
early on from Òtraffic committeeÓ to Òtransportation committee,Ó
a reflection of his big-picture thinking. Jim and his committee set
clear objectives, spearheaded a survey on parking issues and
developed a comprehensive overview of traffic problems on
Christian Street, rating benefits and objections to possible
changes. The survey results and the reports are on the QVNA web
site under ÒTransportation CommitteeÓ and ÒQVNA Reports/
Publications.Ó

This collection of Stars of Queen Village was such an uplifting
experience that weÕd love to continue it. So if you missed this
issueÕs deadline, itÕs not too late to recognize others. Send their
names along and weÕll include them in future issues.

We call him Mr. Joe, but his full name isJOE
HUBERT ( 800 block of S. Lawrence Street). He
meticulously sweeps the street at least once a week, if
not two or three times. He was recently hospitalized
and was out sweeping a few days after returning
home. He does it because he likes his street to be
nice and neat, and we sure do appreciate all of his
hard work all year long.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

QVNA Community Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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JOHN SOLETHER , who led the effort to make
significant interim improvements to the dog area at Mario
Lanza Park, received kudoes from several people. ÒHe took on
organizing the dog owners and trying to achieve a community
balance between interests.Ó

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning ¥ Taxes ¥ Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees ¥ Bike Racks ¥ Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name: _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

!   Individual sponsor $25 ! Family Sponsorship $40
! Friend $100 !  Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-
2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

Queen Villagers are privileged to have several green and open
spaces that include two playgrounds, three parks, three
community gardens, and a handful of Òvillage greens.Ó WeÕre
even more fortunate to have dedicated, enthusiastic volunteers
who have improved and beautified them and maintain them
year after year. Our garden hats and gloves off to these folks.

BECK PARK (Second and Beck Streets)
Anne Arrazcaeta, Joanne Buzzetta, Mike Dougherty, Michael,
Ruby, and Maris Garden, Greg and Cyndi Line, Kim Massare,
Margot Vinen, Richard and Judy Wolk, Nadine Young, and a
special thanks to MichaelÕs Brick Pointing and Java.

MARIO LANZA PARK (200 block Catharine and Queen)
Gail Chapman, Betsey Johnson, Lisa Mell, Marcel Riccardelli,
and Amy Rivera, for organizing Park events that have become
long-standing Queen Village traditions. Thanks to Martin Duffy
for designing the new Park banners.

MARY STREET GARDEN (Front and League Streets)
Wolfram Petner

SHOT TOWER (100 block Carpenter Street)
Scott Abramson and all the Friends of Shot Tower.

TRIANGLE PARK (Second and Christian Streets)
Pat Bigley, Maureen Brady, Kate Donegan, Rosemary Gifford,
David Gifford, Tim Graham, Jerry Green, Julie Green, Anne
Maxwell, Ron Nichols, Craig Thomas, David William, John Weir.

WECCACOE PLAYGROUND (400 block Catharine, Queen)
Dick Hoffman, Walt Lowthian, Kevin Parker, and Duncan
Spencer.

Stars
in our
Parks

LINDA PELLECHIA , 700
block of East Passyunk
Avenue, Òhas been our ÒBlock
CaptainÓ for many years.
Linda has been the impetus for
all block cleanups and she is
our liason with the City and
with the Queen Village
Neighbors Association. Our
ÒCaptainÓ has been
instrumental in collecting a
contractorÕs list among her
other achievements. Linda
has made living on this block
ideal.Ó
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Several people
nominatedBARBARA
SEIPLE of the 300 block
of Monroe Street: ÒBarbara
is the superstar of our
block,Ó our Òblock captain
extraordinaire. She sweeps
each time before street
cleaning Ñ and that is after

she has posted signs on poles and trees to
remind people to move cars for the city
service. She is also a QV Tree Tender and
helps plant trees throughout Queen Village.
She always has a smile and a kind word,
and I am very happy my children get to see
an example of an exceptional human being
right outside our front door!Ó ¥ ÒSheÕs
knowledgeable about which City agency to
call (and often gives you the phone number)
when you have problems that she canÕt
solve herself.Ó ¥ ÒShe engages her neighbors in an approachable
way to build community, she welcomes diversity, and she doesit
always with an even, flexible and smiling attitude.Ó
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Martin Bernstein
Realtor Associate
Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

226 South St, Phila. Pa
215 .922. 4200X316 office
215.870.0646 mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . . Leave nothing to chance.

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Philadelphia Stories: Yours, Mine, Ours
Display begins December 3
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania and
The City of Philadelphia Department of
Records will displayPhiladelphia Stories:
Yours, Mine, Ours, December 3 - January 23,
2009 at the gallery of The Art Institute of
Philadelphia, 1622 Chestnut Street. An
exceptional exhibit of never-before-seen
historic and contemporary photographs of
the cityÕs neighborhoods and its people drawn from the two
groupsÕ archives. For information, email cbalsamo@hsp.org.

LIHEAP, CRISIS grants available
LIHEAP (Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program) and
CRISIS grants are now available, and income levels have changed
to include more PGW customers.

The minimum LIHEAP grant has been increased from $100
to $300 and is sent directly to the utility company or fuel pro-
vider, and credited on your bill. CRISIS grants help to prevent a
shut off or to restore gas service. The maximum amount has been
increased from $300 to $800.

To be eligible for either, an individual is allowed an annual
income up to $23,110. A household of two can earn up to
$30,221. To receive help through LIHEAP, you can either rentor
own your home, you donÕt need to have an unpaid heating bill,
and you donÕt need to be on public assistance. The LIHEAP
program closes on March 31, 2009; however, the length of the
program may change depending on availability of funding and
other factors.

For LIHEAP, visit a PGW Customer Service Center, includ-
ing the one at 1601 S. Broad Street, or visit www.pgworks.com.
Customers may apply for a CRISIS grant at any Neighborhood
Energy Center.

You, too, can be a tree tender
Happy with all the new trees in the neighborhood? Want to help
make sure that they are well cared for? Become a ÒcertifiedÓ tree
tender by taking the Pennsylvania Horticultural SocietyÕsTree
Tender training. Then join QV Tree Tenders in their tree planting
and tending jaunts in the neighborhood.

The next Tree Tenders training will be in January on two
consecutive Saturdays, January 10 and 17 from 8:30 am to 1:30
pm. YouÕll learn a bit of tree biology, urban stresses on trees, tree
identification, basic tree pruning and root care, andmore.Register
online www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org and choose ÒTree
Tenders Training.Ó

Triangle Park Holiday Toy Drive Event
Friends of Triangle Park invite you to join friends and neighbors
for the first annual ÒFestivus CelebrationÓ featuring livecaroling,
and holiday treats, 6 pm, December 13 at Triangle Park, E.
Moyamensing Ave., Second and Christian Streets. Bring a new,
unwrapped toy donation for Tots Program. Rain date Dec. 14.

ANDREW SEQUEIRA , 100 block of Kenilworth
Street, gets high praise for always knocking on a
neighborÕs door if a car is parked on the wrong side of
the street for street cleaning. Andrew taped a
neighborÕs vandalized car window before the rains
came, and recently even drove to the gas station to fill a
container with gas when a random cab driver ran out of
gas and was stranded on Front Street.




