Presidents message

Front and Center:

South Street

Flash Dance

By Jeff Rush, QVNA President

What started out as a pleasant Saturday
evening on South Street devolved into a
tense encounter facing off police and
hundreds of party seekingner city teens.
Caught rather helplessly in between werg
visitors, shoppers and restaurant patrons
my wife and | among them, as the throng
of tech-savvy pubescents and teens grev
almost spontanously to perhaps several
thousand revelers.

apPartying like it was 1999,° the
burgeoning crowd began to behave like 3
invading army defiantly challenging police
and motorists while staking claim to
several blocks of South Street turf west 0
4th Street, wall to wall.

By the time police had restored orde
the migrating invaders had marred the
peace in Center City as well as South
Street, inflicting several beatings of
bystanders, light property damage and
intensly frayed nerves along the way.

Mayor Nutter, with his wife and
daughter, Councilman DiCicco, Commis-
sioner Ramsey and DA Seth Williams
walked South Street the following Saturd
evening to demonstrate their commitmen
to safety, stopping in several store front
businesses and having dinner at a local
eatery.

Much has been written exploring the

behavioral and sociological genesis of wi

appears to be a new and rather frightenin

urban phenomena involving young people

instant communications and resulting
violence. This all makes for interesting
reading but it remains to be seen whethe
the 2flash mob° is, in fact, a new wrinkle
or just a high tech re-run of the annual
spring invasion of youth, whether from th

Philadelphia or New Jersey suburbs or the

inner city.

Strictly from the standpoint of the
safety and well being of the community w
remain tied to the commitment of City
officials and the expertise of police and th

Continued on page 2

QVNA Community
Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Making a difference, block by block

Vice President

We are now heading
into the final months
of studying the traffic
signal changes being
tested at the inter-
section of Christian
Street and Second an
Moyamensing. As |
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Street Trial: s Carpenter

A Community Q_ueen Streets,
Success? Vlllage neglected

By Richard Wolk, no longer
Executive Following a shooting

in August 2008 that
began in Queen
Village and spilled
over into Bella Vista,
neighbors surrounding
the 500 block of
Carpenter decided that
enough was enough.
Together, they formed

5, 7:30 pm

CasiNo SITE

| related to you last
" month, we have been paying close atten
ftion to public opinion, suggestions and
observations in order to solve problems
and make improvements so that when th
trial period has ended the good of the
people will have been served.

Through the emails and calls to the
QVNA office and through people who ha
stopped me on the street, we were made
aware of specific concerns and have bee
able to respond. With the diligent cooper
tion of the Streets Department and the 31
District Police, we have resolved the issu

rought to our attention. Delivery trucks
have been moved from blocking traffic
lanes, crosswalks and intersections. Alsg
we have the cooperation of vendors to
deliver at times that do not conflict with
Qur peak traffic times.

Mail to us has gone from doubt and
oncern at the beginning of the trial to
'overwhelming satisfaction with the
changes. Here are some examples:

aThe stop signs have slowed down
traffic. It's fabulous. Everyone used to rus
to the light from Front Street. Now it's so
| much better.°
B 3] think that changes made at 2nd an
Christian have resulted in a much safer g
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the @Forgotten Blocks
Task Force.° The goal of this task force has
been to look at ways to improve the
curiously derelict blocks in this area. A

e high number of vacant properties had given

shelter to squatters. Small dead-end streets,
like Reese and Fairhill Streets, had become
the sites for drug-dealing and illicit
eactivities. Surrounded by the vibrant
communities of Queen Village and Bella
nVista, the neighbors were convinced that

h-this area, too, could become a thriving

dneighborhood.

es For over a year, local neighbors have
convened a group that spans neighbor-
hoods and involves several entities: Queen
Village Neighbors Association, Bella Vista
Town Watch (BVTW), Jefferson Square
Community Development Corporation
(CDC), the Courtyard Apartments at
Riverview, Councilman DiCicco's Office,
the Philadelphia Police Department, the
Streets Department, Licenses and Inspec-
tions, the Redevelopment Authority, the
Philadelphia Housing Authority, and

hothers. @Most problems don't just stop on
the edge of a neighborhood,® says QVNA
President Jeff Rush. @We routinely team up

dwith BVTW to work on issues that affect

nbloth our communities. The task force is a

Continued on page 5
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Fourth and Catharine St

CHECK OUT THE NEWLY RENOVATED WICCACO MARKET
(formerly 2John's Market®) Owners John and Suzi Yoo, who have be¢g
the site for 18 years, have completely transformed the space. The

have more organic food and vegetables, fresh cheeses and more.
Wiccaco means @Pleasant Place® Phone Orders t815-922-7735
ssociates, inc.
Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

realtors

Plumer.
a
Realtor Associate

\!:::7 5

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net =
226 South Street - Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 - Fax: 215-922-7774 ,
AN S

Meeting your real estate needs with professionatelience! REIO

CERTIFIED
EMISSIONS TESTING

SUPERIOR AUTO CARE, INC.

STATE INSPECTION

900 S. 2ND STREET

215-271-1439
PETER CUNDO COMPLETE SERVICE
OWNER-OPERATOR ON FOREIGN AND
CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN DOMESTIC CARS
4 . \ N\
May we bring some I
color to your home or office?
R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia 0
(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967
\_ Pa License #PA031988 /N?EH/OR'EXTERIOF)

Patricia Bentz CPDT, CDBC
Certified Dog Trainer & Canine Behavior Counselor

“Going to the Dogs”
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy

* One-on-One Obedience Training at Home
* Behavioral Consultation
* Reward-Based Methods Only

(215) 551-5254
Queen Village
Gift Certificates Available

Hours by Appointment
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Presidents Message

courts who have reluctantly become surrogate parent

The message being sent is this: if kids want tcekdy
enjoy themselves here on South Street they areowecother-
wise they are not, and will be treated in kind. Etffly, this
simple and sincere sentiment is understood ana:césg.

continued from page 1

CASINO NEWS

Foxwoods will have appeared before the PA Gamingré&dy the
time this edition of th€rier hits the street. The Steve Wynn team
is scheduled to detail their financial suitability continued
board support for licensing of the casino at Delawand Reed
Streets. The next hearing for Foxwoods is schediglethe end
of April to consider their new plan of development.

It is expected that despite some early misstepgwWrn
team will persuade the Gaming board to allow dguelent to
proceed. Although this result is not gaureentedN@\Vs watch-
ing events closely in order to insure the needs®@community
in any event.

Our commitment is to continue to maintain dialoguth the
community as to how best to prepare, especialthiascursory
inspection of tea leaves is replaced factually égisions made
by authorities regarding the future of the waterfroeighbor-
hoods and casino development.

Shortly we will have a much better idea where vesmdt At
that point QVNA will reach out through email notice and the
QVNA web site in order to further explore alternatives st oloa
community is best served under any circumstances.

THE QVNAAPRIL 15 GENERAL MEETING WILL
FEATURE ONGOING DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING
THE POSSIBLE SITING OF FOXWOODS AT
DELAWARE AND REED STREET AND THE
COMMUNITY'S RESPONSE.

WE URGE ALL RESIDENTS TO ATTEND THIS
IMPORTANT MEETING.

Weccacoe Playground receives

planning grant

By Walt Lowthian

The Friends of Weccacoe Playground and QVNA haes be
awarded a grant by the Community Design Collabeoea(CDC)
which will provide professional services to creatmaster plan
for an upgrade of the Weccacoe Playground. The @&Cdone
several hundred planning projects for playgroupdsks and
schools in the Philadelphia area over the laste2is;

We are excited to have professional planning tsbss
making Weccacoe a better place to play and enjogpr@unity
meetings will be held to guide the planning. Nexiti's Crier
will have details. Check out the CDC web site: wedesignc.org

FLEA MARKET: April 17

St Mary's Flea Market will be held in the 400 bloakLocust
Street, 9 am + 4 pm, on Saturday, April 17. Speotaf rates are
$30 per table ($20 for St. Mary school families)rg than one
space may be reserved. Spaces will be approxima@ely8'. To
reserve your space go to www.saintmarys.us.
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS AssoclIATION ExecuTivE DIRECTOR

Open House Tour, May 16:

Give yourself a treat
On Sunday, May 16, QVNA will hold its 32nd annugieh
House and Garden Tour. The self-guided tour wéldiee several
homes and gardens, beautiful and unique in th@essthistory,
and d!cor. Consider taking the tourbin additiongeeing a
wonderful variety of homes, you might find yoursstfolling
down a street that you have never walked before eaperienc-
ing your neighborhood in a completely new way. T runs
from noon to 4 pm, costs $25, and includes compitiary
refreshments.

To purchase tickets, call (215 339-0975) or email
(info@qvna.org) the office. The tour takes plade @& shine.
Tickets can also be purchased the day of the toQicaSwede's

Church, Christian and Water Streets (the startwigtjp

Recycling Computers and Monitors:
NOT in the trash

Computers and monitors can be recycled or decaststiu
responsibly, but it takes a little effort on ourtsaRecycling e-
waste properly reduces the amount that goes tdilianat is
shipped to third world countries.

Goodwill Industries runs a program called 2Recomnfetu
can take your computer equipment to either of we Goodwill
Donation Centers in South Philadelphia: Front anglgdn or
22nd and Passyunk.

Also, Nonprofit Technology Resource at 1524 Branithaw
Street (215-564-6686), takes a range of computetsreonitors.
Check their web site, www.ntronline.org, for spasf

For complete information on recycling all electrcs)i
televisions, etc. go to www.useitagainpa.org

Society Hill Open House, May 23
The Society Hill Open House and Garden Tour, frota & pm
on May 23, is a self-guided tour of more than li@gie homes
and gardens in one of our most historic neighbadkoo
To receive a brochure or to purchase tickets ($25hk
contact SHCA at 215-629-1288, or email: mattdej@laml.com.
Advance ticket purchase suggested (Visa, Masted Gar
checks accepted). Tickets may be purchased thefdag tour at
Old Pine Street Church, 412 Pine Street. Compliargright
refreshments. Rest rooms available.

We'd love to see you here:

Submit a story/article to the Crier
We'd like to hear from you. Do you have an inteirggistory
about the neighborhood? Annual traditions on ydacl
you'd like to share? Would you just like to thankazknowl-
edge another neighbor?

Materials must be submitted in writingBvia mail email
and should include the name of a contact persortteiseto
the Editor will be considered for publication orifiysigned
and the writer provides contact information.

Summer Academic Program
June 21 =July 30
Three- and Six-Week Courses

Morning and Afternoon Sessions
Rising Grades 6 - 12

-/
Enrichment-arts and languages

Challenge-mathematics

Tl N Improverment/Review—
mathematics, writing,
NS organizational study skills

Register by May 19
For full course descriptions or to register, go fo friends-select.org
and select program,/summer academic program

FRIENDS SELECT

17th & Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215.561.5900
friends-select.org

Realtors

Plumer

Center City’s largest
independent Realtor.
Serving Philadelphia since 1923.

Residential,
Commercial,
and Investment
Real Estate

For a complete listing of Center City
properties visit our website:
www.plumerre.com

<) . ,
LEADING 226 South Street, Philadelphia
'é%\,& PEpfrEﬁsE info@plumerre.com
2/ THE WORLD 215 922 4200
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5th & Carpe nter Streets Continued from page 1

prime example.® So far, the results of this unigaetnership
have been tangible.

From the beginning, 3rd District Police Captaineiis
McDowell committed to an increased presence aabth
Carpenter, as well as patrols down the small, pdirstreets.
The City installed cameras at a number of inteisestwhere

aImproved parking lot lighting, and sharing
information has brought a significant
reduction in crime.°

problems had occurred. The management of the Cararrty
Apartments improved parking lot lighting, and cadoeted with
3rd District on sharing information. As a resuite tarea has seen
a significant reduction in crime.

More progress was made during Mayor Nutter's {G#y-
Wide clean-up. To assist the neighbors' efforte, @ity sent
trucks and backhoes to help clear vacant lotslesmif trash and
construction debris. The neighbors worked on o#tneas and
cleared out several squatters' encampments. Siratdime,
neighbors have participated in additional Philadepgviore
Beautiful Committee-sponsored clean-ups, and theuamof
street trash has declined.

Neighbors Ted Warren, Pete Lazor, and Charlie Mwbles
began to catalog properties, in particular notirigere properties
were in violation of City codes. Jefferson Squaaie bupported
this work with its experience and resources, priogjdhe task

Participants call it #@a remarkable partnership®
with neighbors supporting L&l
by doing time-consuming 2homework®
and by showing up in court to show how
vacant properties impact a neighborhod.

force with maps of the area and contact informatosrmany of
the derelict property owners. This information vpassented to
representatives from L&l who inspected these prigerand
issued hundreds of violations.

In some cases where owners were slow to correblents,
properties were referred to Equity Court. When Happened, the
neighbors took the time to attend hearings to stifgl's
efforts. As a result, numerous violations have besmected, and
several dangerous structures have been demolished.

aThis has been a remarkable partnership,® notesli€ha
Moleski. @The neighbors supported L&l by doing & &b the
time-consuming “homework' and by showing up at toar
illustrate how vacant properties impact a neighboch®

aWe have been very impressed with how customericerv
oriented L&I has become,® says BVTW President Redimer.

Although much has been accomplished, there isrstitth to
be done. QVNA has demonstrated its commitmentedadbk
force's efforts by recently making it an officiaMNA committee,
which will help sustain the group's efforts. BVT\Wpresentatives
will also continue to participate in task force riegs.

Recently, the neighbors have been encouragedeby th
construction of several new town homes in the aard,there are
plans for more to come. QVNA Board Member and task force
chair Ted Warren says, 2You can't just sit around svait for the

Continued on page 6
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Historic Shorts from QV Historic Preservation Cortteg

YO, MATEY, DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know 18th century pirates frequented thegpof
Philadelphia? The most famous pirate of them ally&rd Thatch
(Blackbeard), spent time here for R&R, and he asdionies
attacked ships in Delaware Bay. French private#lesypd British
ships along the Delaware River, as well as riveré&atms and
villages, during the 1740s D even threatening thptare of
Philadelphia itself. That's why Benjamin Franklirged construc-
tion of the Association Battery on the riverbankané/harton
Street.

In the 19th century, when shipping was the majdustry in
our neighborhood, we had local 2pirates® on therivrhe
Philadelphia Time®f August 18, 1901 described one of these
thieves with this colorful language:

aHe began life as a wharf rat, swimming and divimghe
great wooden structures built in the water, alongside of which
lay the Indian and China traders. [He] flourishédwa ten years
ago . . . ropes, brasses, copper fittings, clothedions of cargo,
anything and everything aboard the ship that wasatle fast
and much that was made fast but didn't take tog lkanloosen,
was his, if he could get away with it.°

Send comments to esidestories@gmail.com

QV chess players in state contest
Two Queen Village residents were among ten Fri&elsct
School students who competed in this year's Penagjd State
Scholastic Chess Championships in March. The tesmmeged
close to 10 medals and trophies, and the K-3 Ogam twon
Second Place.

The Queen Villagers were Patrick Bell, 9th grade, sf
QVNA board member Ed Bell, and 4th grader Jack Gwski,
son of former QVNA board member Frank Gontowski.

5th & Carpenter Continued from page 4
City to come improve your neighborhood.® Task foncember
Pete Lazor agrees: @Neighbors need to get invalwedake
change happen.°

The Forgotten Blocks Task Force would like to ofpecial
thanks to Capt. McDowell, who is taking on a nesigisment
after the merger of the 3rd and 4th police disdrtbis spring.
aHe's been great to work with and will be missesifid Ted
Warren, 2but we look forward to continuing our wawith the
incoming Captain, Mike Weaver, and all the officefgshe newly
formed Police Service Areas.°

Wildwood Beaches

The salty smell of the ocean

The soft warm sand between

my toes

Watching the umbrellas, they look like mushroones aesert
Then the disturbing smells of the Porta-Pottiesgih scent
drifting, from a mile away.

Feeling the cold salty water, on my toes

while watching the waves crashing on

Bathers

+ Harrison Labrum, Fourth Grade, Room 202, MereHigmen-
tary School, 5th and Fitzwater Streets. ReprintechfMeredith
Elementary SchoolSchool Gazettd)ecember 2009










